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James  D.  McAvoy’s 
Defining  Moment 

By  Bruce  Mosher 

James  D.  McAvoy  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  people  of  many  that  this 
writer  has  researched  over  the  years.  Not  only  did  he  have  an  active  and  successful 
business  career,  but  likewise  involved  himself  in  numerous  social  and  political  activi- 
ties diat  contributed  to  the  betterment  of  his  city  and  her  citizen's  lives.  The  most 
striking  period  of  his  life,  however,  occurred  in  the  late  1840s  and  early  1850s  when 
he  participated  in  the  great  California  Gold  Rush.  His  exploits  during  those  years 
were  shared  by  many  of  his  generation  in  pursuit  of  the  American  Dream,  but  never- 
theless were  of  near-legendary  proportions.  This  to  many  of  them  would  be  the 
defining  moment  of  their  lives,  much  as  the  events  of  the  Second  World  War  or  the 
Great  Depression  of  the  1930s  would  be  to  a later  generation  of  Americans. 

The  investigation  of  this  man  was  triggered  by  the  writer's  curiosity  regard- 
ing a counterstamped  coin  captioned  “McAvoy  & Co  / Cast  Steel”  known  on  only  a 
single  example  of  an  1843  U.S.  large  cent.  This  issue  is  known  to  both  Greg 
Brunk  (M-345)  and  Russ  Rulau  (Z-59)  and  is  listed  in  their  respective 
books  as  a maverick.  Cursory  attempts  were  made  the  past  several 
years  to  attribute  this  issue,  but  were  unsuccessful.  However,  a 
more  recent  effort  was  fruitful  and  its  findings  are  presented 
here. 

On  September  24,  1824,  the  family  of  John  McAvoy 
and  Ellen  Sheran  welcomed  into  their  Londonderry, 

Northern  Ireland,  home  a baby  boy  they  named  James.  In 
time,  the  family  would  number  a total  of  nine  children 
including  the  new  arrival.  John  was  a cattle  and  grain  dealer, 
first  in  Londonderry,  but  in  later  years  in  Stratton,  County 
Tyrone.  The  family  was  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry  and  pos- 
sessed the  attributes  of  thrift,  industry,  and  hard  work,  traits 
that  would  serve  young  James  well  later  in  life. 

The  time  line  for  the  young  man's  arrival  in  this  coun- 
try, and  his  subsequent  experiences  here  leading  up  to  the 
California  years  are  somewhat  unclear  due  to  contradictory  evidence. 

In  a biography  of  McAvoy  published  in  1898,  it  is  noted  that  he  left 
Ireland  as  a youth  of  thirteen  (1837)  and  “crossing  the  Atlantic  in  a sailing  vessel, 
after  a tedious  passage  of  two  months  landed  at  St.  John,  N.B.  (New  Brunswick, 
Canada).”  There  is  no  information  provided  as  to  whether  he  sailed  alone  or  with 
friends  or  family.  We  know  from  this  same  source  that  his  father  John  died  many 
years  later  in  County  Tyrone,  so  apparently  neither  parent  accompanied  him  on  the 
voyage.  Other  sources  tell  us  that  James  had  a brother  in  this  country,  but  whether  he 
sailed  here  with  him  or  not  is  uncertain. 

Young  McAvoy  likely  resided  with  relatives  while  in  Nova  Scotia,  as  it  was 
heavily  populated  by  Scotch-Irish  immigrants  at  the  time.  In  short,  they  were  “his 
people.”  Nonetheless  he  abandoned  “his  people”  after  only  two  short  years,  and  in 
1839  found  himself  in  Boston  employed  at  the  gas  house  in  the  North  End.  At  only 
fifteen  years  of  age  he  labored  in  the  streets  laying  gas  pipe,  but  would  later  be 


Only  known  example  of  the  McAvoy 
& Co.  cast  steel  counterstamp,  actual 
size  and  approximately  3X. 
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rewarded  for  his  hard  work  by  being  made  foreman  of  a street  crew.  While  his  name 
does  not  appear  in  Boston  City  directories  of  this  era,  or  any  other,  the  omission  may 
be  due  to  the  fact  that  he  was  not  a head  of  household,  a common  criterion  for  the 
day.  As  a matter  of  fact,  no  one  with  the  surname  McAvoy  was  listed  in  any  directory 
until  1842.  It  could  not  be  determined  if  those  then  listed  were  related  to 
him  or  not. 

By  1842  he  was  on  the  move  once  more,  this  time  surfacing  in 
North  Easton,  Bristol  County,  MA  at  the  cutlery  factory  of  John  Ames. 
Arnes  was  the  brother  of  Oliver  Ames,  the  proprietor  of  the  Ames  Shovel 
Works,  and  also  an  issuer  of  counterstamped  coins  (Brunk  A-272  and  Rulau 
MASS-551).  James  was  drawn  to  North  Easton  by  the  promise  of  high  wages 
and  steady  employment  at  the  various  manufactories  of  the  Ames  family.  He 
earned  $15  a month,  at  that  time  considered  good  wages  for  laborers.  The 
Ameses  were  known  as  caring  and  benevolent  employers,  manifesting  itself  in 
the  care  and  loyalty  shown  toward  their  employees. 

He  must  have  felt  this  benevolence  as  well,  as  he  remained  in  their 
employ  for  eight  years  until  January  of  1849,  when  by  happenstance,  he  was 
afforded  the  opportunity  of  a lifetime.  His  brother  (name  not  known)  had 
borrowed  $300  from  him  earlier  to  subscribe  to  a venture  that  was  to  take 
him  to  California  and  the  newly  discovered  gold  fields.  The  organizers  of  the 
expedition  were  known  as  the  Boston  & California  Mining  & Trading  Joint 
fitock  Co.  The  group  limited  itself  to  just  150  subscribers.  For  unspecified 
reasons  his  brother  was  unable  to  make  the  journey  west,  and  on  an  impulse, 
James  decided  to  take  his  place  just  hours  before  their  departure. 

The  group's  “vehicle”  to  the  “land  of  golden  dreams”  was  the  sturdy 
700-ton  sailing  vessel  christened  the  Edward  Everett.  Everett  was  a former 
Governor  of  Massachusetts  (1836-1840)  and  at  that  time  the  President  of 
Harvard  University.  The  ship  was  nearly  new,  having  been  constructed  just  a 
lames  D.  McAvoy  in  1849.  year  previously  in  1848  at  the  Medford,  MA  shipyards  on  the  Mystic  River.  The 

company  actually  purchased  the  ship  outright  for  the  voyage  around  Cape  Horn  with 
the  intention  of  selling  her  at  journey's  end.  On  board  they  had  stowed  a knocked- 
down  steamer  hull,  boilers,  engine,  and  a cabin  for  the  purpose  of  fabricating  a small 
river  steamer  for  exploring  and  moving  equipment  to  their  claims.  It  was  indeed  an 
audacious  venture,  but  one  full  of  promise  and  adventure. 

The  Sunday  before  their  departure  an  impressive  service  was  performed  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Kirk  at  the  stone  chapel  on  Ashburton  Place  to  bless  the  venture. 
Former  Governor  Everett  also  presented  the  company  with  a library  of  300  volumes 
to  help  them  fill  the  long  hours  at  sea  with  reading  and  study.  It  was  by  all  accounts  a 
selection  of  fine  scholarly  works,  about  what  one  would  expect  from  the  President  of 
Harvard  University. 

After  much  fanfare,  the  Edward  Everett  departed  Lewis  Wharf  in  Boston  on 
the  cold  and  blustery  evening  of  January  10,  1849,  with  the  150  men  of  the  company, 
and  twentyfive  crew  members  commanded  by  Capt.  Henry  Smith.  Smith  was  not 
only  the  captain  of  the  vessel,  but  was  also  the  President  ot  the  Boston  & California 
Mining  & Trading  Joint  Stock  Co.,  so  had  a lot  at  stake  in  this  expedition.  The  first 
few  days  of  the  voyage  were  rough  due  to  poor  weather  conditions  and  near  unani- 
mous seasickness  among  the  “landlubbers,”  but  as  they  gradually  sailed  into  the 
warmer  waters  of  the  Gulf  Stream  the  conditions  improved,  as  did  the  mood  of  the 
adventurers. 

During  the  passage  much  time  was  spent  concocting  games  and  other  activi- 
ties to  help  pass  the  time.  As  most  members  of  the  company  were  under  thirty'  years 
of  age,  single,  and  well-to-do,  or  related  to  those  who  were,  it  seems  likely  that  there 
was  some  “inappropriate”  behavior  exhibited  at  times,  along  with  just  innocent  fun. 
But  then  again  these  men  were  “gentlemen,”  and  surely  not  prone  to  such  coarse 
antics  (?).  It  would  make  one  wonder  how  James  McAvoy,  a man  ol  humble  origins, 
would  have  fit  into  this  group. 
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SAN  FRANCISCO — 1S49. 


Nevertheless,  after  a long  arduous  journey  around  the  Horn  (according  to 
McAvoy),  a passage  oddly  described  in  one  account  as  “delightful”  ( Biographical 
Review:  251),  the  Edward  Everett  arrived  in  San  Francisco  six  months  to  the  day  after 
its  departure  from  Boston.  Once  there,  they  were  met  with  bedlam,  as  literally  hun- 
dreds of  ships  clogged  the  harbor.  Many  crews  simply  abandoned  their  vessels  leav- 
ing them  at  anchor,  or  ran  them  aground  in  the  mud  flats  of  Mission  Bay.  The 
would-be  prospectors  were  nearly  delirious  widi  gold  fever,  and  frantically  made  their 
way  to  Sacramento  or  places  unknown  to  claim  their  share  of  the  treasures  of  the 
mother  lode. 

The  members  of  McAvoy's  company,  or  the  Edward  Everett  Expedition  as  it 
was  known,  took  a more  measured  approach.  They  anchored  further  north  than 
most,  near  Benicia  and  the  Suisun  Bay  for  easier  access  to  the  Sacramento  River. 
While  a handful  of  members  stayed  behind  to  construct  the  small  river  steamer  to 
carry  their  equipment  north,  most  of  the  party  went  out  to  stake  their  claim  and 
begin  mining.  McAvoy  was  one  of  those  who  stayed  behind.  He,  Levi  Tower,  and  a 
dozen  others  set  up  a forge  on  the  river  bank  to  fabricate  all  the  ship's  iron  work. 
After  the  keel  was  laid  and  the  prefabricated  hull  was  assembled  on  the  deck  of  the 
“mother  ship,”  she  was  lowered  over  the  side  and  her  boilers  and  engine  were 
installed.  The  vessel  was  completed  on  August  15th  and  christened  the  Pioneer,  but- 
was  fondly  nicknamed  the  Edward  Everett  Jr.  by  the  crew.  A hasty  trial  run  in  Suisun 
Bay  found  her  seaworthy,  though  a bit  slow  and  ponderous  due  to  her  small  ten 
horsepower  engine. 

Just  prior  to  their  departure  for  Sacramento  City  on  August  17th  the  men 
were  shocked  to  receive  word  of  the  dissolution  of  the  company  after  only  two  weeks 
of  mining  on  the  Mokelumne  River.  Apparently  the  extreme  heat,  sickness  among 
the  diggers,  and  the  general  privation  suffered  by  all  had  sapped  their  will  to  contin- 
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Artist's  rendition  of  the  Edward  ue.  It  had  become  apparent  to  those  of  faint  heart  that  the  effort,  so  far  meeting  with 

Everett  jr.  scant  success,  was  not  worth  the  cost. 

Nevertheless  the  remaining  members  of  the  company  boarded  the  little 
steamer  with  their  supplies  and  equipment  and  began  the  two-day  journey  up  the 
Sacramento  River.  They  arrived  without  incident  and  received  a tumultuous  welcome 
from  the  members  of  their  party,  as  well  as  from  other  prospectors  who  had  never 
seen  a steamer  on  the  Sacramento  before.  Unfortunately  this  was  to  be  the  high  point 
of  the  journey  begun  just  seven  months  earlier  on  a cold  blustery  January  evening  in 
Boston. 

The  effort  of  the  Boston  & California  Mining  & Trading  Joint  Stock  Co.  was 
similar  in  structure  and  purpose  to  many  such  enterprises  organized  in  the  Gold  Rush 
Era.  It  was  known  as  “cooperative  mining.”  This  business  model  brought  together  a 
large  number  of  people  of  disparate  backgrounds,  temperaments,  and  motivations  in 
an  effort  to  reach  a commonly  shared  goal.  In  McAvoy’s  case  there  were  150  men 
involved,  some  being  suited  to  this  type  of  arrangement,  while  others  were  not. 
Thrown  into  the  mix  were  all  the  privations  of  the  prospector’s  lifestyle,  ferocious 
weather  conditions,  the  huge  logistical  challenges  of  such  a venture,  and  many  unfore- 
seen obstacles  that  were  inevitably  encountered  on  the  “road  to  riches.”  Of  course  just 
plain  old-fashioned  luck  had  its  role  to  play  as  well.  As  a result,  most  if  not  all  of  these 
efforts  ended  in  failure,  as  did  that  of  the  Edward  Everett  Expedition. 

For  them  the  end  had  come  quickly,  though  not  for  the  stubborn  and  tena- 
cious James  I).  McAvoy.  Shortly  after  the  resolution  to  disband  the  company  had 
been  adopted,  James  L.  Bates,  a company  director,  was  authorized  to  return  to  Benicia 
and  close  down  the  affairs  of  the  group.  The  Edward  Everett  was  sold  for  $30,000  and 
the  “little  steamer  that  could”  fetched  $6,000  from  the  brokerage  house  of  Simmons, 
Hutchinson  & Co.  Unfortunately,  soon  after  her  sale,  the  Everett  Jr.  became  snagged 
on  debris  in  the  Feather  River  and  sank  unceremoniously.  Finally,  when  all  was  said 
and  done,  a dividend  of  $160  was  paid  to  each  subscriber,  at  least  to  those  who  could 
be  located. 

Of  the  original  150  members  of  the  exhibition  only  about  thirty  remained  in 
California  to  keep  the  dream  alive.  James  I).  McAvoy  was  of  course  one  oi  them. 
Most  of  the  company  having  scattered  to  various  locales,  left  just  McAvoy  and  a few 
others  to  push  on.  T hey  purchased  a wagon  and  team  of  oxen  to  haul  what  remained 
of  their  supplies  and  equipment  to  their  old  diggings  on  the  Mokelumne.  I he  jour- 
ney was  brutal  by  any  standards;  hellishly  hot,  plagued  by  sickness,  lack  of  food  and 
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water,  and  unreliable  transport.  The  final  straw,  even  for  the  tough  Irishman  Arrival  of  the  Edward  Everett  jr.  in 
McAvoy,  came  with  the  loss  of  their  oxen  in  an  incident  near  the  end  of  the  journey.  Sacramento. 

The  team,  half  crazed  from  starvation  and  thirst,  broke  from  their  handlers  at  the 
sight  of  water  and  drowned  in  the  resulting  melee.  Even  he,  by  then  sick  and 
exhausted,  abandoned  the  cooperative  effort  and  continued  on  foot  to  the  river  where 
he  paused  to  regain  his  health  and  motivation. 

After  costly  treatment  by  a Dr.  Hubbard  and  a brief  hiatus,  he  was  once 
again  “off  to  the  races,”  but  this  time  with  no  encumbering  partners.  He  soon  com- 
menced digging  on  Willow  Bar,  a sandy  shoal  in  the  middle  of  the  Mokelumne,  and 
shortly  after  was  taking  in  thirty  or  forty  dollars  a day  for  his  efforts.  This  was  rela- 
tively good  money  as  Gold  Rush  standards  go,  but  many  were  doing  better.  On  the 
advice  of  a stranger  passing  through,  McAvoy  pulled  up  stakes  and  moved  further 
south  in  the  mining  region  known  as  the  Southern  Mines.  This  was  an  area  of  min- 
ing encompassing  the  Mokelumne,  Calaveras,  Tuolumne,  Merced,  and  other  rivers, 
including  the  Mariposa  further  soudi. 

From  this  point  forward  the  remainder  of  his  time  in  California  is  poorly 
documented.  Even  in  an  interview  with  the  old  49'er,  published  years  later  in  the 
Boston  Sunday  Journal  (September  19,  1897),  little  is  revealed.  Whether  his  recollec- 
tions were  tainted  by  old  age  or  simply  by  the  passage  of  nearly  half  a century  is  not 
known.  His  story  up  until  the  effort  at  Willow  Bar  and  subsequent  removal  south 
was  relatively  detailed,  but  his  comings  and  goings  during  the  final  year  in  California 
were  not.  McAvoy  apparently  spent  several  months  on  the  Mariposa,  and  then  in  a 
final  push  for  gold  centered  his  attention  around  prospecting  at  Hawkins  Bar  on  the 
Tuolumne  River  just  below  Jacksonville. 

An  article  appearing  in  the  October  3,  2003,  issue  of  the  Mountain  Democrat 
(Placerville,  CA)  details  some  of  the  early  history  surrounding  the  area's  Gold  Rush 
days.  In  it  they  mention  three  mining  concerns  that  worked  the  Bar  for  several  years 
beginning  in  April,  1849.  These  companies  were  the  Hawkins  Bar  Co.,  Lutter- 
Armstrong,  and  the  McAvoy  Co.  They  do  not  identiff  the  owner  of  the  McAvoy 
Co.,  nor  do  they  supply  any  details  of  the  operation  except  to  say  they  employed  sixty 
miners.  James  himself  makes  no  mention  of  the  company  in  his  1897  interview,  so 
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we  cannot  be  certain  that  this  operation  was  his  or  that  of  another  man  with  a like 
suname. 

In  any  case,  none  of  the  mining  efforts  at  Hawkins  Bar  were  successful  due  to 
repeated  flooding,  and  all  ceased  operations  by  mid- 1851.  This  time  period  coincides 
well  with  McAvoy's  final  abandonment  of  the  California  dream  and  subsequent  return 
East.  In  his  own  words  recorded  years  later  he  detailed  his  return  home. 

“I  came  back  (east)  in  the  spring  of  1850  by  way  of  the  Chagres  (Chagres 
River,  Panama)  and  over  the  Isthmus,  after  trying  Nicaragua,  where  we  had  been 
told  there  was  an  American  omnibus  connecting  with  the  boat  to  take  us  over  to 
Honduras.  We  didn't  find  any  American  omnibus,  and  we  started  for  Panama. 

Going  part  way  afoot  and  part  way  by  boat  I reached  Aspinwall  (Panama),  from 
whence  I took  passage  for  New  York,  and  arrived  home  with  about  $10,000  in 
gold  dust.” 

His  contention  that  he  returned  East  in  the  spring  of  1850  is  contradictory  to 
information  found  in  other  sources,  as  well  as  in  the  conclusion  reached  by  the  writer 
after  constructing  a timeline  using  McAvoy's  own  recollections.  It  may  be  that  Mr. 
McAvoy  misspoke,  or  that  he  was  simply  misquoted  by  his  interviewer.  It  seems  very 
likely  that  he  actually  returned  in  the  spring  or  summer  of  1851.  In  any  case,  the 
value  of  the  treasure  he  brought  back  with  him  would  have  made  the  two-and-a-half 
year  ordeal  worth  the  effort,  as  it  would  later  finance  a successful  and  lasting  business 
career.  More  importantly  though  were  the  memories  to  be  treasured  for  a lifetime. 

On  his  return  to  Massachusetts  the  “old  prospector”  (still  under  thirty  years 
of  age)  visited  North  Easton  briefly  to  retrieve  nearly  $1,000  that  the  /Ameses  had  held 
in  trust  for  him  on  his  departure  to  California  in  1849.  While  there,  he  was  reminded 
by  Oliver  Ames  of  his  advice  to  the  young  man  at  the  time  to  invest  the  money  in  a 
load  of  shovels  to  take  on  the  journey.  He  knew  they  would  sell  quickly,  and  at  a dear 
price  to  the  western  gold  miners.  The  young  man  ignored  his  advice  at  the  time,  and 
lived  to  regret  it.  He  could  have  sold  the  shovels  easily  for  $25  or  $30  apiece,  after 
paying  Mr.  Ames  only  $3  per  dozen.  Ames  recounted  to  him  how  he  had  cleared 
$75,000  on  a shipment  of  his  tools  west  the  previous  year.  Ah,  missed  opportunities! 

McAvoy  did  not  resume  employment  with  the  Ames  family,  but  rather  land- 
ed for  a very  short  time  in  Sharon,  Norfolk  Co.,  MA  where  he  entertained  an  offer  of 
nine  dollars  a week  to  operate  a trip  hammer.  Declining  the  offer,  he  instead  relocat- 
ed ten  miles  south  to  Mansfield  and  employment  with  a Mr.  J.B.  Schenck.  Spending- 
only  two  weeks  in  Mansfield,  he  quickly  moved  on  to  Canton  where  he  accepted  a 
journeyman's  position  making  trowels.  His  pay  started  at  $1.25  per  day,  but  as  he 
became  more  proficient,  increased  to  $7.00  per  day  for  piece  work.  More  important 
than  the  decent  wage,  however,  was  the  opportunity  afforded  the  would-be  entrepre- 
neur to  learn  the  ins  and  outs  of  tool  manufacturing. 

And  so  we  come  to  the  birth  of  James  D.  McAvoy's  business  career,  and  thus 
to  that  of  McAvoy  & Co.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  history  of  the  company  is 
unfortunately  not  well  represented  in  historical  texts  or  records,  at  least  those  appar- 
ent to  the  writer.  Evidently  James'  stay  in  Mansfield  was  brief,  and  his  departure  to 
greener  pastures  was  described  in  Biographical  Review  (p.  252)  as  follows:  “At  length 
he  secured  a water  privilege  in  Cumberland  Hill  (Providence  Co)  RI  and  started  in 
business  for  himself  as  a trowel  manufacturer  becoming  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
McAvoy  & Co.”  The  phrase  “at  length”  of  course  is  not  specific  as  to  a time  frame, 
but  when  all  available  information  is  considered,  dating  the  organization  of  this  com- 
pany to  early  1852  seems  appropriate. 

The  junior  partner  in  the  venture  was  none  other  than  J.B.  Schenck,  his  for- 
mer employer  for  a short  time  in  Mansfield.  McAvoy  attended  to  the  manufacturing 
end  of  the-business,  while  Mr.  Schenck  dealt  with  “outside  management,  likely 
meaning  sales  and  promotional  issues.  Whatever  Schenck  s responsibilities  were,  it 
did  not  turn  out  well  for  the  fledgling  company.  The  larcenous  Mr.  Schenck  made 
some  questionable  business  decisions,  and  at  some  point  fled  to  New  York  with  most 
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of  the  company’s  funds.  Me  was  later  arrested  there  by  authorities,  but  less  than 
$150  of  the  pilfered  proceeds  was  recovered.  It  took  McAvoy  nearly  two  years  to 
pay  off  the  debts  that  resulted  from  Schenck's  illegal  activities. 

Not  to  be  deterred  though,  James  continued  in  business  in  Cumberland 
Hill  until  the  spring  or  early  summer  of  1853,  at  which  time  the  manufactory  was 
relocated  to  South  Walepole,  Norfolk  Co.,  MA.  He  made  his  residence  in  nearby 
Foxborough  with  his  wife  Mary  Morrison,  the  couple  having  wed  in  June,  1851. 
The  move  was  probably  precipitated  by  several  factors,  including  the  embarrassment 
over  the  Schenck  affair,  as  well  as  by  a more  favorable  business  climate  and  location. 
The  company  competed  directly  in  the  Boston  market,  and  in  South  Walpole  was 
considerably  closer  to  the  “action”  than  previously. 

Whatever  the  problems  encountered  in  the  past  by  McAvoy  & Co.,  they 
prospered  because  of  the  quality  of  their  products.  In  1853  they  were  honored  to 
receive  a Diploma  for  a sampling  of  their  trowels  at  the  7th  Exhibition  of  the 
Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic  Association  held  at  Faneuil  and  Quincy  I Tails  in 
Boston.  A Diploma  is  awarded  for  “articles  deserving  a favorable  testimonial  as 
being  valuable  to  society'.”  It  was  in  effect  an  honorable  mention,  but  still  impressive 
for  a company  in  business  less  than  two  years. 

Shortly  after  McAvoy's  removal  to  South  Walpole  and  the  relocation  ot  his 
factory',  he  established  a grist  mill  and  operated  it  at  night.  Both  businesses  came 
under  the  umbrella  of  McAvoy  & Co.,  but  by  1861  for  reasons  undiscovered,  he 
closed  or  sold  his  trowel  manufactory.  From  that  point  on  the  company's  primary 
business  revolved  around  the  mill.  At  some  point  he  added  a grocery  business  to  his 
“empire,”  and  was  so  successful  in  that  endeavor  that  he  soon  added  a second  store. 

After  nearly  twenty'-five  years  as  a resident  of  Foxborough,  McAvoy,  his 
wife  Mary  and  daughter  Nellie  pulled  up  stakes  and  moved  to  Hy'de  Park,  the 
southernmost  neighborhood  of  Boston.  There,  in  1876,  he  established  a grain  and 
feed  business  in  an  old  abandoned  government  building.  By  1881  he  had  added 
cement,  plaster,  sand,  and  brick,  among  other  things  to  his  line  of  products,  and 
expanded  to  a second  location.  The  two  stores  were  located  on  Walnut  St.  near  the 
N.Y.&  N.E.  Railroad,  and  on  Milton  St.  in  the  Readville  neighborhood  of  Hyde 
Park  close  to  the  family's  home. 

James  D.  McAvoy  continued  successfully  in  business  until  1889,  when  at 
age  sixty'-five  he  decided  to  dispose  of  his  company  and  devote  time  to  other  mat- 
ters. Those  “other  matters”  included  the  presidency  of  the  Norfolk  Suburban 
Electric  Railway  Co.,  and  continuation  as  a director  and  later  president,  of  the  Hy’de 
Park  Electric  Light  and  Power  Co.  He  resigned  that  post  in  October,  1896  to 
devote  his  energies  more  fully  to  the  railroad.  Other  positions  held  by  Mr.  McAvoy 
during  his  years  in  Hyde  Park  included  four  y'ears  as  a selectman  and  highway  sur- 
veyor, one  being  spent  as  director.  At  some  point  he  served  on  the  board  of  the 
Hy'de  Park  Co-Operative  Bank,  and  later  in  life  was  a member  on  the  State  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners.  He  was  also  president  of  the  Holy  Name  Society7  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  for  a number  of  years. 

The  date  and  circumstances  of  his  death  or  those  of  his  wife  Mary's  are  not 
known,  nor  was  much  information  available  concerning  his  family  situation.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  one  known  daughter  Nellie  born  in  August,  1862,  the  couple  evidently 
had  three  other  children,  all  of  whom  died  at  early  ages.  Circumstantial  evidence 
suggests  that  James  passed  away  early  in  the  new  century,  probably  in  1903  or  1904. 

Although  the  name  McAvoy  & Co.  was  used  for  nearly  forty  years  to  repre- 
sent several  diflerent  types  of  business,  the  date  range  for  the  issuance  of  M-345  (Z- 
59)  can  be  confidently  assigned  to  the  years  1852-1861.  The  “Cast  Steel”  portion  of 
the  stamp,  which  indicates  a toolmaker  or  metalworker  of  some  nature,  would  have 
been  appropriately  applied  during  this  period  when  they  manufactured  trowels.  The 
years  1861-1889  saw  the  firm  involved  in  other  lines  of  business,  including  grain, 
coal  and  groceries,  and  so  the  caption  would  not  accurately  describe  them.  The 
aforementioned  McAvoy  Co.  of  California  (c.  1850-1851),  that  may  or  may  not  have 
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been  James'  company,  would  certainly  not  have  been  the  issuer. 

While  this  sketch  has  been  heavily  weighted  towards  the  maker  of 
the  token,  rather  than  towards  the  issue  itself,  it  was  done  for  an  important 
reason.  It  has  always  been  the  feeling  of  the  writer  that  the  personalities  who 
produced  this  “advertising  on  the  world's  smallest  billboards,”  as  Greg  Brunk 
describes  counterstamps,  are  of  as  much  importance,  if  not  more,  than  the 
actual  cards  they  issued.  In  James  D.  McAvoy  we  have  a man  who  arrived  in 
this  country  with  nothing  more  than  character,  determination,  and  a wall  to 
succeed.  His  hard  work  early  in  life  and  daring  two-and-a-half-  year  adven- 
ture in  California  set  the  stage  for  a long  and  fulfilling  life  of  work,  pleasure 
and  charity.  The  tokens  that  he  and  others  leave  behind  that  we  collectors 
cherish  so  much  are  calling  cards  that  simply  say  “I  was  here.” 

Nearly  forty  years  after  the  Gold  Rush  era,  Mr.  McAvoy  and  about  a 
hundred  other  49ers  made  a pleasure  trip  to  California  under  the  auspices  of 
I he  Society  of  California  Pioneers  of  New  England.  The  purpose  of  the  trip 
was  to  revisit  the  scene  of  their  adventures  of  so  many  years  earlier,  and  to  be 
honored  by  those  who  had  benefited  from  their  pioneer  spirit.  It  was  a 
leisurely  forty-five  day  journey  by  train,  interrupted  repeatedly  by  stops  in 
various  towns  and  cities  w here  large  groups  of  people  turned  out  to  wine  and- 
dine  them.  In  an  interview  conducted  with  him  several  years  later,  McAvoy 
in  a reference  to  the  gold  rush  then  taking  place  on  the  Klondike  River  in  the 
Yukon  Territory,  stated  in  a whimsical  moment  “Now  I am  ready  to  go 
lames  D.  McAvoy  in  1 897.  again,  and  if  I feel  as  well  next  spring  as  I do  now,  I expect  to  start  for  the  Klondike.” 

This  was  indeed  a man  who  had  found  his  defining  moment  and  perhaps  dreamed  of 
reliving  it. 
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TAMS  Life  Member  Michael  J.  Denning  passes  away 


Michael  J.  Denning,  TAMS  LM  137,  passed  away  on 
March  6,  2010,  at  age  63.  Mr.  Denning  was  born  August  12, 
1946.  Mr.  Denning  joined  TAMS  as  a life  member  in  the  peri- 
od ending  October  1,  1982  (published  in  the  October  1983 
issue,  a year  later). 

He  immediately  began  contributing  short  articles  on 
medals  to  the  TAMS  Journal.  Among  his  many  articles  are 
“ I he  U.S.S.  Enterprise  Official  Launching  Commemorative 
Medal,”  “4  he  Chicago  Gravel  Company  Medal,”  “Ford 
I'.xposition  Dollars,”  “Two  1930s  Railroad  Souvenirs,”  “The 


Middletown  Centennial  Medal,”  “Walgreens  1934  World's 
Fair  Medal,”  and  “U.S.S.  Constellation  CVA  64 
Commissioning  Medal.” 

A U.S.  Navy  Veteran,  Mr.  Denning  was  a specialist  in 
nautical  medals  and  I lobo  nickels,  among  other  exonumia 
interests.  After  a period  of  inactivity,  he  discovered  eBay  in  the 
1990s  and  resumed  adding  to  his  collection,  which  he  housed 
in  a series  of  albums. 

Mr.  Denning  designed  the  1989  TAMS  Assemblage 
medal.  — Robert  Leonard 
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Dave  y Favorite  Medals  and  'Tokens 

The  ‘Sage’s  Candy  Coin’  Mystery 
Can  you  help  solve  it? 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  Lore  and  Lure  of  Counterstamped  Coins 

In  1955,  the  year  I published  my  first  coin 
catalog  and  attended  my  first  American  Numismatic 
Association  Convention,  I bought  a complete  set  of 
The  Numismatist  dating  back  to  1904.  Soon  after- 
ward I filled  in  the  others  from  1894  to  1903  and 
acquired  modern  copies  of  the  earlier  numbers  back 
to  the  founding  in  1888.  As  time  permitted — I was 
going  to  high  school  and  also  conducting  my  coin 
business — I skimmed  through  eveiy  issue,  stopping 
to  read  articles  of  interest. 

I soon  discovered  the  fascination  of  coun- 
terstamped coins.  I embarked  on  a search  to  find  all 
I could  about  them.  The  pages  of  The  Numismatist 
offered  much  information.  Editor  Frank  G. 

Duffield’s  long  serial  article  on  “countermarked” 
coins  began  in  1919  and  ended  in  1921,  a study  I found  fascinating.  The  epiphany 
moment  for  me,  however,  was  in  1955  when  in  my  file  of  old  publications  I read  the 
Julyl947  issue  and  read  “Counterstamped  or  Countermarked  U.S.  Large  Cents,” 
by  Maurice  M.  Gould.  I had  known  Maury  Gould  for  several  years  by  that  time, 
and,  in  fact,  in  1952,  my  first  year  in  numismatics,  I had  made  my  first  mail  order 
purchase  from  Copley  Coin  Co.  on  Boylston  Street  in  Boston,  run  by  Gould  and 
his  partner  Frank  Washburn. 

Counterstamped  large  copper  cents  intrigued  me.  I corresponded  with 
Gould,  and  not  long  afterward  bought  his  collection  of  these.  This  started  me  on  a 
search  that  endures  to  this  day,  although  I have  narrowed  my  focus  to  varieties  that 
have  special  interest  to  me — such  as  the  Washington/Lafayette  counterstamps 
applied  in  1824  to  various  coins,  mostly  cents  and  half  dollars,  and  to  cents  with 
political  and  merchants’  imprints,  such  as  VOTE  THE  LAND  FREE, 

McKENNEY  / GUNSMITH,  MESCHUTT’S,  and  the  like.  I have  written  two 
books  on  these — The  Waterford  Water  Cure , about  counterstamps  issued  by  Dr. 

Shattuck  in  Waterford,  Maine  (the  late  John  Jay  Ford,  Jr.,  considered  this  to  be  the 
finest  book  I ever  wrote,  but  it  was  also  the  slowest  selling!),  and  The  Strange  Career 
of  Dr.  Wilkins,  about  George  G.  Wilkins,  of  Pittsfield,  New  Hampshire — who  was  a 
bit  unusual.  Wilkins  was  a prolific  counterstamper,  but  he  was  recognized  for  other 
things  in  his  time — such  as  handling  counterfeit  paper  money,  accused  of  burning 
down  the  barn  of  a person  he  disliked,  and  keeping  a caged  bear  in  front  of  his  tav- 
ern on  the  main  street. 

Sage’s  Candy  Coin 

While  I mainly  concentrated  on  acquiring  large  copper  cents,  every'  now 
and  again  I would  check  into  the  historical  aspects  of  other  counterstamped  coins. 

In  my  business  I bought  and  sold  counterstamps  along  with  other  things  from  1955 
Doubled  Die  cents  to  rare  1804  silver  dollars.  Among  the  counterstamps  were 
occasional  examples  of  silver  coins  marked  SAGE’S  / CANDY  / COIN  in  three 
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lines.  I probably  handled,  say,  10  to  15  or  so.  These  were  mostly  half  dollars, 
several  quarters,  and  one  trade  dollar.  Curiously,  each  was  on  a coin  dated  1874. 
No  exceptions. 

In  my  1993  two-book  set,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States,  I mentioned  the  Sage  counterstamp  under  the  1874  trade  dollar  listing, 
and  estimated  that  four  to  six  were  known  of  this  denomination.  Somewhat  later  I 
thought  I had  better  get  one  of  each  counterstamp  issued  by  Sage.  I did  this  for 
the  half  dollar  and  the  trade  dollar,  but  it  was  not  until  autumn  of  last  year  that  I 
found  a quarter. 

Try  as  I might  I could  find  nothing — absolutely  nothing — about  the 
issuer.  In  April  1997,  in  my  “Joys  of  Collecting”  column  in  Coin  World , I men- 
tioned teenage  dealer  Augustus  B.  Sage,  who  in  1858  was  the  primary  founder 
of  the  American  Numismatic  Society  and  in  1859  was  the  country’s  most 
prominent  rare  coin  auction  cataloger.  He  later  served  in  the  Civil  War,  but 
very  little  is  known  about  his  later  life.  I wrote: 


An  1874  Liberty  Seated  quarter 
dollar  counterstamped  SAGE'S  / 
CANDY  / COIN.  This  appears  to 
be  the  scarcest  denomination  of 
the  three  denominations  known. 
Shown  actual  size  and  2X. 


“Does  anyone  know  what  he  did  in  the  1870s?  Did  he  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  enigmatic  SAGE’S  CANDY  COIN  counter- 
stamp found  on  quarters,  half  dollars,  and  trade  dollars  of  1874?  Does 
any  Coin  World  reader  have  any  clippings  or  advertisements  circa  1874 
for  a product  known  as  Sage’s  Candy?” 

No  response.  In  August  I again  posed  the  question  to  Coin  World  read- 
ers: 


“Does  anyone  have  a circa  1874  magazine  or  newspaper  adver- 
tisement for  a product  known  as  Sage’s  Candy,  in  which  may  have 
been  packaged  quarters,  half  dollars,  and  trade  dollars  of  that  date, 
perhaps  as  premiums  or  prizes?  These  coins  were  counterstamped 
SAGE’S  CANDY  COIN.” 

Still  no  answer.  In  the  meantime  I corresponded  with  many  people, 
seeking  any  information  at  all.  There  were  many  false  leads,  but  nothing  worth- 
while turned  up.  In  January  2009  I revisited  the  subject  in  my  Coin  World  col- 
umn: 


An  1874  Liberty  Seated  half  dol- 
lar with  the  Sage's  Candy  Coin 
counterstamp.  An  estimated  sev- 
eral dozen  are  known  of  this 
denomination,  all  dated  1874. 
Shown  actual  size  and  2X. 


“One  of  my  pet  mysteries  involves  the  1874-dated  quarters,  half 
dollars,  and  trade  dollars  counterstamped  with  SAGE’S  / CANDY  / 
COIN  on  the  obverse.  There  have  been  several  theories  about  these. 
Despite  a lot  of  looking,  I have  never  come  across  a contemporary 
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advertisement  for  the  advertised  product.  I have  always  wondered  if 
they  were  put  inside  boxes  of  candy  as  a sales  promotion — the  possi- 
bility of  getting  one  as  a prize.” 


I was  not  about  to  give  up.  The  Internet  offered  possibilities,  and  I 
searched  for  “Sage’s  Candy”  and  other  listings,  but  found  nothing  related,  except 
quite  a few  numismatic  listings  of  coins  for  sale  or  as  part  of  lists  of  counter- 
stamps. 

Then  in  August  of  last  year,  Andy  Pollock  of  the  Stack’s  staff  came  across 
a mention  of  a business  known  as  Sage’s  Candy  Kitchen  located  in  Terre  Haute, 

Indiana.  The  Vigo  County  (Indiana)  Historical  Society  had  a picture  of  it!  Alia! 

Perhaps  success  at  last.  On  my  behalf,  Andy  ordered  a print,  which  is  illustrated  The  interior  of  Sage's  Candy  Kitchen, 
herewith.  However,  the  image  clearly  dates  from  the  early  20th  century,  not  the  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  in  the  early 
1870s.  No  other  information  was  available  from  the  Society.  1900s.  (Vigo  County  Historical 

Searching  on  Google  for  “Terre  Haute”  and  “Sage,”  “Sage’s,”  “candy,”  Society) 
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and  the  like  turned  up  nothing — not  even  mention  of  the  Candy  Kitchen  for  which  I had  a picture.  However,  this 
was  not  surprising  to  me.  1 here  are  some  cities — Cincinnati  is  an  example — for  which  wonderful  city  directories 
are  available  on  line,  and  there  are  others — Fulton,  New  York  is  an  example — in  which  there  exist  extensive  runs  of 
newspapers.  However,  for  the  vast  majority  of  American  towns  and  cities  there  are  only  scattered  earlier  directories 
and  newspapers,  and  often  none  at  all. 

As  a research  project  to  help  me,  I wonder  if  anyone  living  in  or  around  Terre  Haute  might  check  to  see  if 
there  is  a file  of  old  newspapers  from  the  year  1874.  It  seems  to  me  that  SAGE’S  / CANDY  / COIN  must  have 
been  imprinted  on  many  hundreds  if  not  thousands  of  coins,  as  dozens  survive.  There  must  have  been  a reason  for 
Sage’s  to  have  advertised  in  the  medium  of  coinage.  The  issuer  selected  the  three  largest  silver  denominations  cur- 
rently available.  There  were  no  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  around,  as  the  Coinage  Act  of  1873  did  not  reduce  the 
weight  of  these,  and  all  earlier  coined  pieces  were  worth  more  in  melt-down  value  than  face  value.  However,  silver 
dimes,  quarters,  half  dollars,  and  trade  dollars  were  of  new  weights,  with  silver  content  less  than  their  face  value,  so 
they  circulated  widely.  Although  trade  dollars  were  intended  for  commerce  in  China,  they  were  also  used  domesti- 
cally, until  Congress  demonetized  them  in  1876  . 

Hopefully,  the  Sage  candy  business  advertised  somewhere  else  besides  coins — perhaps  mentioning  the 
coins  as  prizes  or  part  of  some  promotion.  If  not  Terre  Haute,  where?  Now,  I’ll  see  if  this  query  in  the  TAMS 
Journal  produces  some  results,  unlike  my  earlier  tries  in  Coin  World,  when  I did  not  have  the  Terre  Haute  clue.  <3 


Librarian  shows  off  classy  Lincoln  medals 


Cindy  VanHorn,  Lincoln  Librarian  at  Allen  County  Public  Library,  Fort  Wayne,  IN  arranges  choice  and  rare  Lincoln  medals  prior  to  their 
display  at  the  Central  States  Numismatic  Society  educational  forum  April  2nd.  The  medals  included  a hronze  copy  the  gold  French  medal 
given  to  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  (lower  left),  a silver  first  reverse  (with  ").  Willson"  signature)  Lincoln  Indian  Peace  Medal  (lower  center), 
examples  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society  Lincoln  medal  (top  center),  and  the  silver  edition  of  the  Lincoln  Centennial  book  medal 
produced  for  Robert  Hewitt.  The  medals  are  a small  portion  of  the  former  Lincoln  Financial  Museum  collection  given  to  the  state  of 
Indiana  in  2009,  and  now  housed  at  Indiana  State  Museum,  Indianapolis,  and  the  world-class  Allen  County  Public  Library.  The  event  was 
co-sponsored  by  the  local  Old  Fort  Coin  Club.  TAMS  journal  Editor  Fred  Reed  was  one  of  the  presenters  at  the  forum.  <3 
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President’s  Message 

By  Peter  Irion 

Greetings  one  final  time  from  Singapore.  My  work  assignment  ends  in  four  weeks,  and  I look  for- 
ward to  getting  back  home  again  soon.  1 know  I have  a lot  of  mail  and  correspondence  to  catch  up  on,  and 
I have  to  ship  out  several  books  and  journals  from  the  TAMS  Library  to  members  who  have  sent  me  emails 

requesting  items  to  borrow.  I want  to  thank  you  all  for  your  patience  the 
past  few  months. 

During  my  travels  here  in  Singapore,  I have  not  found  much  to  add 
to  my  collection.  1 was  at  the  Singapore  International  Coin  Fair  last  week- 
end, and  I met  Peter  Eceles  from  New  Zealand  who  had  a few  New 
Zealand  and  Australian  merchant  trade  tokens,  but  there  was  not  much  else 
in  terms  of  exonumia  here.  I did  manage  to  find  one  old  Thai  gambling 
token  struck  in  tin,  which  I am  told  is  uncommon  as  most  were  made  out  of 
a ceramic  material  (like  porcelain).  We  will  be  making  a quick  trip  to  the 
Sapa  area  of  Vietnam  next  week  to  get  in  one  last  sightseeing  trip,  and  I will 
keep  my  eyes  open  for  any  tokens  that  might  have  made  their  way  to  the 
markets  there.  I am  guessing  that  there  must  still  be  many  military  tokens 
to  be  found  in  Vietnam.  I bet  Howard  Daniel  or  John  Kallman  can  tell  us 
more  about  this. 

I hope  that  everyone  is  very  pleased  with  the  quality  of  the  recent 
TAMS  Journals  published  by  our  editor  / publisher  Fred  Reed.  I would  again  like  to  encourage  all  mem- 
bers to  take  advantage  of  the  free  classified  ads  (as  well  as  paid  advertising).  Please  support  our  advertisers. 

By  now,  the  judging  of  the  annual  TAMS  Literary  Awards  and  Mishler  Cataloging  Awards  are  well 
underway.  The  awards  will  be  presented  at  the  ANA  Convention  in  August.  I look  forward  to  meeting  the 
authors  and  contributors  at  the  TAMS  Banquet. 

Speaking  of  the  TAMS  Banquet  and  the  ANA  Convention  in  Chicago,  our  new  secretary  Kathy 
Freeland  has  done  a great  job  of  booking  a wonderful  restaurant  for  this  year’s  banquet,  and  at  a really 
super  price.  There  is  further  information  about  the  banquet  in  this  journal  (see  page  125)  and  on  our 
website.  I hope  to  see  many  of  you  there.  We  still  need  a guest  speaker  for  our  TAMS  educational  forum  - 
any  volunteers  out  there?  It  would  also  be  great  if  we  could  get  a few  more  wonderful  educational  exhibits 
set  up.  Mark  Lighterman  can  provide  you  with  some  information  about  setting  up  exhibits. 

Have  you  checked  out  the  TAMS  website  recently?  Bill  Hyder  (our  webmaster)  continues  to  do  a 
great  job  to  help  spread  the  word  about  TAMS  on  the  internet.  If  you  have  any  other  suggestions  or  ideas 
about  what  could  be  put  on  the  TAMS  website,  please  send  Bill  or  myself  a quick  email.  Ml  members  may 
provide  links  to  their  own  websites  on  our  TAMS  website. 

Aso,  if  anyone  has  important  items  that  they  would  like  the  TAMS  Board  to  address  when  we  all 
convene  in  Chicago  this  year,  please  send  me  your  ideas,  concerns  or  recommendations,  and  I would  like  to 
add  these  items  to  the  agenda  of  the  Board  meeting. 

As  for  TAMS  Assemblage  medals,  there  will  NOT  be  a new  medal  issued  this  year.  Our  50th 
anniversary  medal  was  our  last  assemblage  medal  for  the  foreseeable  future.  We  still  have  many  copper  and 
bronze  medals  from  previous  conventions  available  for  sale,  as  well  as  some  Past  Presidents  medals,  but 
most  silver  medals  have  now  been  sold  out.  Most  remaining  silver  medals  have  been  sold  at  a high  price 
due  to  the  increase  in  silver  bullion  prices. 

As  always,  please  feel  free  to  send  me  your  thoughts  and  comments  and  suggestions  lor  improve- 
ment. My  email  address  is:  petent@aol.com 

<3 


Happy  Collecting , Peter  Irion 
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NEWS  & NOTES 

by  Wayne  K.  Homren 

The  U.S.  Attorney’s 
Office  for  the  Western 
District  of  North 
Carolina  issued  a news 
release  on  March  18, 
2011,  regarding  the 
conviction  of  a modern- 
day  private  moneyer. 
I’ll  provide  some  quotes 
from  the  release. 

“Defendant 
Convicted  of  Minting 
His  Own  Currency” 
“STATESVILLE, 
NC — Bernard  von 

NotHaus,  67,  was  con- 
victed today  by  a feder- 
al jury  of  making,  pos- 
sessing, and  selling  his  own  coins,  announced  Anne  M. 
Tompkins,  U.S.  Attorney  for  the  Western  District  of  North 
Carolina.  Following  an  eight-day  trial  and  less  than  two  hours 
of  deliberation,  von  NotHaus,  the  founder  and  monetary 
architect  of  a currency  known  as  the  Liberty  Dollar,  was  found 
guilty  by  a jury  in  Statesville,  North 
Carolina,  of  making  coins  resembling 
and  similar  to  United  States  coins;  of 
issuing,  passing,  selling,  and  possessing 
Liberty  Dollar  coins;  of  issuing  and 
passing  Liberty  Dollar  coins  intended 
for  use  as  current  money;  and  of  con- 
spiracy against  the  United  States. 

“The  guilty  verdict  concluded  an 
investigation  which  began  in  2005  and 
involved  the  minting  of  Liberty  Dollar 
coins  with  a current  value  of  approxi- 
mately $7  million.  . . . 

“According  to  the  evidence  intro- 
duced during  the  trial,  von  NotHaus 
was  the  founder  of  an  organization 
called  the  National  Organization  for 
the  Repeal  of  the  Federal  Reserve  and 
Internal  Revenue  Code,  commonly 
known  as  NORFED  and  also  known  as 
Liberty  Services.  Von  NotHaus  was 
the  president  of  NORFED  and  the  executive  director  of 
Liberty  Dollar  Services,  Inc.  until  on  or  about  September  30, 
2008.  ’ 

“Von  NotHaus  designed  the  Liberty  Dollar  currency  in 
1098  and  the  Liberty  coins  were  marked  with  the  dollar  sign 
($);  the  words  dollar,  USA,  Liberty,  Trust  in  God  (instead  of 
In  God  We  Trust);  and  other  features  associated  with  legiti- 
mate U.S.  coinage.  Since  1998,  NORFED  has  been  issuing, 
disseminating,  and  placing  into  circulation  the  Liberty  Dollar 
in  all  its  forms  throughout  the  United  States  and  Puerto  Rico. 
NORI'FD’s  purpose  was  to  mix  Liberty  Dollars  into  the  cur- 


rent money  of  the  United  States.  NORFED  intended  for  the 
Liberty  Dollar  to  be  used  as  current  money  in  order  to  limit 
reliance  on,  and  to  compete  with,  United  States  currency. 

“In  coordination  with  the  Department  of  Justice,  on 
September  14,  2006,  the  United  States  Mint  issued  a press 
release  and  warning  to  American  citizens  that  the  Liberty 
Dollar  was  ‘not  legal  tender.’  The  U.S.  Mint  press  release  and 
public  service  announcement  stated  that  the  Department  of 
Justice  had  determined  that  the  use  of  Liberty  Dollars  as  cir- 
culating money  was  a federal  crime. 

“Article  I,  section  8,  clause  5 of  the  United  States 
Constitution  delegates  to  Congress  the  power  to  coin  money 
and  to  regulate  the  value  thereof.  This  power  was  delegated  to 
Congress  in  order  to  establish  and  preserve  a uniform  standard 
of  value  and  to  insure  a singular  monetary  system  for  all  pur- 
chases and  debts  in  the  United  States,  public  and  private. 
Along  with  the  power  to  coin  money,  Congress  has  the  con- 
current power  to  restrain  the  circulation  of  money  which  is 
not  issued  under  its  own  authority  in  order  to  protect  and  pre- 
serve the  constitutional  currency  for  the  benefit  of  all  citizens 
of  the  nation.  It  is  a violation  of  federal  law  for  individuals, 
such  as  von  NotHaus,  or  organizations,  such  as  NORFED,  to 
create  private  coin  or  currency  systems  to  compete  with  the 
official  coinage  and  currency  of  the  United  States. 

“Von  NotHaus,  who  remains  free  on  bond,  faces  a sen- 
tence of  up  to  15  years’  imprisonment  on  count  two  of  the 
indictment  and  a fine  of  not  more  than  $250,000.  Von 
NotHaus  faces  a prison  sentence  of  five  years  and  fines  of 
$250,000  on  both  counts  one  and  three.  In  addition,  the 

United  $tates  is  seeking 
the  forfeiture  of  approxi- 
mately 16,000  pounds  of 
Liberty  Dollar  coins  and 
precious  metals,  currently 
valued  at  nearly  $7  mil- 
lion. The  forfeiture  trial, 
which  began  today  before 
United  States  District 
Court  Judge  Richard 
Voorhees,  will  resume  on 
April  4,  2011  in  the  feder- 
al courthouse  in 
Statesville.  Judge 

Voorhees  has  not  yet  set  a 
date  for  the  sentencing  of 
von  NotHaus. 

‘“Attempts  to  under- 
mine the  legitimate  cur- 
rency of  this  country  are 
simply  a unique  form  of 
domestic  terrorism,’  U.S. 
Attorney  Tompkins  said  in  announcing  the  verdict.  ‘While 
these  forms  of  anti-government  activities  do  not  involve  vio- 
lence, they  are  every  bit  as  insidious  and  represent  a clear  and 
present  danger  to  the  economic  stability  ol  this  country,’  she 
added.  ‘We  are  determined  to  meet  these  threats  through 
infiltration,  disruption,  and  dismantling  of  organizations 
which  seek  to  challenge  the  legitimacy  of  our  democratic  form 
of  government.’” 

While  I don’t  disagree  that  Von  NotHaus  was  basically 
running  a scam,  the  government  is  a little  over  the  top  in  their 
accusations.  Terrorism?  Really?  Get  a grip. 
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New  medal  book  a feast 

John  Adams  kindly  forwarded  a copy  of  his  review  of 
Christopher  Eimer's  new  book,  which  was  published  earlier  by 
the  Medal  Collectors  of  America  (MCA). 

British  Commemorative  Medals  and  Their  Values 

by  Christopher  Eimer 

An  earlier  version  of  this  book  was  published  in  1986.  In 
2005,  Mr.  Eimer  set  about  a simple  revision,  intending  to  update 
the  values  and  be  done  with  it.  However,  having  done  that  and 
made  a few  additions,  it  become  apparent  that  the  corpus  needed 
to  be  expanded,  to  include  the  last  25  years.  Once  having  done 
that,  it  became  apparent  that  the  earlier  images  were  relatively 
shabby  and  hence  needed  complete  replacement.  What  was 
designed  to  be  a one  year  project  had,  in  the  end,  become  a five 
year  project.  However,  the  final  result  is  a brand  new  book,  one 
that  is  an  instant  classic. 

Mr.  Eimer  succeeds  in  classifying  2,230  medals;  the  first 
issued  in  1087  and  last  almost  a millennium  later  in  2010.  Each 
description,  though  necessarily  brief,  is  thorough,  containing  per- 
tinent information  on  date  of  issue,  subject,  legend  (obverse  and 
reverse),  engraver,  diameter,  series  classification  and  value  by 

both  condition  and  metal. 
The  end  result  is  truly 
encyclopedic. 

The  word 

“Encyclopedic”  suggests 
that  the  content  of  the 
book  is  dry  and  boring. 
Such  is  hardly  the  case. 
To  make  the  point,  we 
quote  from  the  description 
of  Eimer  770,  “Charles 
Genevieve  Louis  Auguste 
Andre  Ti  mo  thee  De 
Beaumont  D’Eon  (1782- 
1810).  French  ambas- 
sador, courtier,  and  a 
transvestite  of  consider- 
able renown.  In  1777  a civil  court  action  was  fought  by  two  men 
in  respect  of  a wager  concerning  D’Eon’s  gender,  which  had 
aroused  much  curiosity  and  financial  speculation  during  die  time 
he  was  in  London.  The  affair  was  a minor  cause  celebre  and  only 
entirely  resolved  on  his  death.  See  London  Magazine  (September, 
1777).” 

Such  pithy  background  is  enhanced  by  the  author’s  deep 
knowledge  of  the  subject  matter.  Mr.  Eimer  suggests  that  the 
D’Eon  medal  is  linked  to  the  Hume  medal  of  1776  and  the 
Franklin  (wearing  a cap)  medal  of  1777.  Thus,  if  the  D’Eon  medal 
was  made  in  England — and  where  else  would  it  have  been 
made? — then  the  1777  Franklin  medal  was  made  in  England,  a 
treasonous  act  given  the  war  going  on  at  the  time. 

The  book  contains  nearly  100  pages  of  images  in  high  reso- 
lution (for  the  most  part)  color.  As  if  2,230  listings  were  not  more 
than  any  mortal  can  digest,  the  author  adds  a panoply  of  support- 
ing sections.  These  include  a bibliography,  a concordance  with 
the  1987  work,  an  index  of  medalists  (the  best  such  we  have  seen), 
a listing  of  medallists’  abbreviations,  a listing  of  the  sources  of  the 
illustrations  and  an  excellent  general  index.  Altogether,  these  sec- 
tions make  the  book  easier  to  use  and/or  provide  nuances  for 
advanced  students.  The  reason  to  buy  the  book  is  that  not  owning 
it  is  a deprivation.  — John  W.  Adams 


Stickered  springs  dollars  got 
promoter  in  hot  water 


This  article  from  www.ocala.com  features  an  unusual  col- 
lectible sometimes  encountered  in  numismatic  circles  - silver  dol- 
lars to  which  an  advertising  sticker  has  been  applied. 

According  to  Tom  DeLorey  “the  world's  largest  collection 
of  stickered  dollars  is  no  doubt  held  by  TAMSter  Cliff  Mishler.  I 
have  sold  him  a couple  of  dozen  pieces  over  the  decades,  and  am 
but  a small  cog  in  his  vast  supply  network,”  Tom  added. 

According  to  the  copyright  article  by  Ann  Sperring,  “Before 
the  era  of  Internet  marketing  and  electronic  billboards,  tourist 
attractions  relied  on  ingenuity  and  orchestrated  promotions  to 
attract  business.  Silver  Springs,  in  the  1940s-'60s  pre-Disney  days, 
was  no  exception  and  was  in  its  heyday  a movie  set  mecca  and 
famed  Florida  attraction.” 

Past  owners  Carl  Ray  and  W.M.  “Shorty”  Davidson  were 
constantly  seeking  publicity  to  keep  the  springs  in  the  footlights. 
Chief  publicity  generator  William  Ray,  owner  Carl  Ray's  son,  was 
involved  in  constant  promotional  projects. 

While  the  majority  of  Ray's  promotions  were  highly  success- 
ful, one  campaign  in  the  late  1950s  almost  landed  him  in  federal 
prison,  according  to  Sperring. 

“We  wanted  to  show  the  townsfolk  the  impact  of  the  springs 
on  our  local  economy.  We  bought  $20,000  in  silver  dollars  (at 
face  value)  and  paid  our  employees  and  vendors  in  them.  We 
always  had  a cash  payroll,  but  for  a few  weeks,  we  paid  in  coin. 
We  put  stickers  promoting  the  springs  on  the  reverse  of  the 
Uncirculated  dollars,”  she  quoted  Ray.  “I  clearly  recall  a phone 
call  from  The  Associated  Press  asking  for  comment  on  the  Secret 
Service  investigation  of  Silver  Springs,”  Ray  said. 

Dumbfounded,  he  denied  any  knowledge  or  basis  for 
inquiry.  “I  was  adamant,  and  then  the  next  call  was  from  a very 
serious  federal  agent.  I was  informed  I was  facing  possible  charges 
and  big  fines  for  every  coin  we  defaced  by  putting  on  the  decals. 
He  said  the  stickers  were  gumming  up  the  counting  machines  in 
the  Federal  Reserve  regional  bank  in  Atlanta.” 

To  avoid  legal  sanctions,  Ray  had  eight  women  stationed  in 
the  conference  room  at  the  springs,  tasked  with  cleaning  the 
coins.  “We  received  all  the  silver  dollars  going  through  the  four 
banks  of  Ocala  and  tried  to  recover  as  many  as  possible.  I am  glad 
we  avoided  legal  problems  and  as  it  worked  out,  we  enjoyed  better 
relationships  with  local  businesses,”  Ray  said. 

According  to  the  story  these  stickered  dollars  are  worth 
about  60  bucks  each.  The  correspondent  quoted  one  man  who 
was  a kid  at  the  time,  and  was  very  glad  his  father  had  bought  and 
saved  the  stickered  dollars  he’d  received  back  then  as  his  wages 
from  working  at  the  attraction.  S-J 
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SO-CALLED  DOLLARS 


www.So-CalledDollar.com 

BUY  & SELL  SO-CALLED  DOLLARS 


SELECTED  RARITIES  FROM  THE  OSTHEIMER  SO-CALLED  DOLLAR  COLLECTION  WILL  BE  OFFERED  FOR  SALE 
IN  SEALED  BID  AUCTION  #1  AT  THE  ANA  CONVENTION  IN  BOSTON  AUGUST  13™,  2010. 

CHECK  THE  WEBSITE  ABOVE  FOR  PHOTOS  AND  DESCRIPTIONS. 


SHIP  SO-CALLED  DOLLARS  TO  US  YOU  WOULD  LIKE  TO  SELL  AND  RECEIVE  IMMEDIATE  PAYMENT. 
WRITE,  EMAIL  OR  CALL  TO  RECEIVE  THE  LATEST  SO-CALLED  DOLLAR  PRICE  LIST! 

SoCalledGuy@hotmail.com  (916)  955-2569 

JEFF  SHEVLIN  • 7737  FAIR  OAKS  BLVD.,  SUITE  250  • CARMICHAEL,  CA  95608 


Coliimlikiii  Exposition 
Elongated  Coins  Hauled 


Recently,  a family  member  interested  in  history  has  decided  to 
collect  elongated  or  rolled-out  coins  from  the  World's  Columbian 
Exposition,  1893.  I offered  to  help  find  them.  The  collection  is  only 
in  its  beginning  stage,  so  nearly  everything  is  needed!  What  I am 
seeking  is  one  each  of  as  many  different  coins  and  dates  of  coins 
as  I can  find  (with  visible  dates  under  magnifcation).  This  would  mean 
multiple  Indian  Head  cents,  multiple  Liberty  nickels  and  so  on. 

I welcome  offers  by  e-mail  or  regular  mail,  and  will  give  an  instant 
decision  and  instant  payment  on  any  items  purchased.  Many  of  these 
are  not  at  all  rare,  so  perhaps  you  have  one,  two  or  three  to  offer? 
Thank  you  so  much. 

Dave  Bowers 

Box  539,  Wolfeboro  Falls,  NH  03896 
E-mail:  qdbarchive@metrocast.net 
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C rosby  1 ransporlation  i o., 
M ihvaukee-Grand  I laven 
and  Muskegon,  Mich. 
“Grand  Haven  Route." 


Excursion  on  Steamer 

“E.  G.  CROSBY"  | 


# 


‘Abandon  Ship’  — S'. S.  Wisconsin 

By  Tom  Casper 


Lifesaving  medals  are  one  of  the  most  intriguing  areas  to  collect.  The 
history  of  the  foundering  ship  and  the  fate  of  the  crew  and  passengers  is  exciting 
drama  to  read  about.  The  story  of  the  .S'. S.  Wisconsin  has  all  these  elements. 

The  ten  days  from  October  21,  1929,  to  October  31,  1929,  were  terrible 
for  Lake  Michigan  shipping  as  well  as  for  the  stock  market.  On  October  21, 
1929,  the  car  ferry  Milwaukee  sank  in  a storm  off  Milwaukee.  On  October  29, 
1929,  the  .S'. S.  Wisconsin  sank  in  a storm  off  Kenosha.  This  is  the  same  day  as 
“Black  Tuesday”  or  the  stock  market  crash.  On  October  3 1,  1929  the  Senator  sank 
off  Port  Washington  in  fog  after  colliding  with  another  ship.  The  sinking  of  these 
three  ships  claimed  the  lives  of  70  sailors. 

The  S. S.  Wisconsin  was  launched  in  1881  to  provide  year-round  freight 
sendee  to  Milwaukee,  WI  and  Grand  Haven,  MI.  The  2 03 -foot  long  ship  was 
designed  with  a rounded  forefoot  enabling  it  to  ride  up  on  the  ice  and  crushing  it 
down  with  its  weight.  In  1898  she  was  sold  and  her  name  changed  to  Naomi.  After 
a fire,  she  was  rebuilt  in  1908-09  and  renamed  the  E.G.  Crosby.  During  WWI  she 
was  purchased  by  the  U.S.  Shipping  Board  for  a hospital  and  convalescent  ship  in 
New  York  Harbor  and  renamed  General  Robert  M.  O'Reilly.  After  the  war  it  was 
again  sold  and  in  1920  renamed  Pilgrim , running  between  Chicago,  Racine  and 
Milwaukee.  She  was  sold  back  to  a reorganized  Goodrich  Transit  Co.  and  in  1924, 
she  was  given  back  her  original  name  - 5.  .S'.  Wisconsin. 

In  Chicago  in  the  late  afternoon  of  October  28,  1929,  a violent  storm  was 
buffeting  the  city.  Douglas  H.  Morrison  was  the  Captain  of  the  Wisconsin,  a 
Goodrich  Line  passenger  and  package-freight  steamer.  Gale  warnings  had  been 
posted  all  day  with  waves  of  20  feet  a mile  off  shore.  Ships  in  the  Milwaukee  har- 
bor were  ordered  not  to  sail  until  better  weather.  The  ship  Alabama  had  just  left 
the  Chicago  harbor.  For  reasons  unknown,  Morrison  made  the  decision  to  also  set 
sail  for  Milwaukee.  The  ship  immediately  began  to  pitch  and  roll  heavily  as  she  left 
the  shelter  of  the  seawall.  At  1 a.m.  on  October  29  he  was  notified  that  water  was 
coming  in  the  firehold  of  the  engine  room.  The  water  was  washing  back  and  forth 
as  the  ship  rolled.  Some  of  the  cargo  shifted  causing  the  ship  to  list  to  the  port 
side.  The  crew  believed  that  loose  freight  smashing  against  the  port  side  pushed 
out  some  plates  allowing  in  water. 


Above:  This  1916  postcard 
shows  the  .STS'.  Wisconsin  sailing 
under  one  of  its  previous  names, 
the  E.  G.  Crosby. 
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TAMS  Publications 

Membership  has  privileges.  Your  source  for  information  you  need! 

Arkansas  Trade  Tokens  by  Tom  H.  Robinson 

All  known  Arkansas  tokens,  900  photos.  High-quality,  cloth  binding,  260  pages 

Retail  Price:  $32.50  Member  Price:  $26.00 

Bryan  Money  by  Fred  Schornstein 

Totally  revised  edition  of  Farran  Zerbe’s  famous  1926  work!  All  varieties  pictured  in 
full  color,  with  hundreds  of  new  listings,  rarity  scale,  full-size  text  and  dozens  of  period 
cartoons.  Hardbound,  dust  jacket. 

Retail  Price:  $29.95  Member  Price:  $24.00 
California  Tokens  by  Charles  V.  Happen 

TAMS’  all-time  best  seller!  1994  reprint,  revised  index,  illustrated.  High-quality,  cloth 
binding,  754  pages. 

Retail  Price:  $45.00  Member  Price:  $36.00 
Louisiana  Trade  Tokens  by  Louis  Crawford  and  Glyn  Farber 

Second  edition,  revised  listings,  new  rarities,  many  new  photos!  Hardbound,  large  for- 
mat, 560  pages. 

Retail  Price:  $44.95  Member  Price:  $36.00 
The  Medals  of  Franklin  by  Phil  W.  Greenslet 

Hundreds  of  popular  and  obscure  Franklin  issues.  Highest-quality  cloth  binding,  large 
format,  232  pages. 

Retail  Price:  $39.95  Member  Price:  $32.00 
South  Carolina  Tokens  by  Tony  Chibbaro 

Highly  acclaimed,  with  1,300+  photos.  Highest-quality  cloth  binding,  recycled  paper, 
262  pages. 

Retail  Price:  $49.95  Member  Price:  $39.95 
Special,  numbered,  autographed  edition:  $75.00 

The  Tokens,  Checks,  Metallic  Tickets,  Passes  and  Tallies  of  the 
British  Caribbean  & Bermuda  by  Bob  Lyall 

Award  winning!  Historical  information,  index,  bibliography,  450  photos.  High-quality 
cloth  binding,  enameled  paper,  210  pages. 

Retail  Price:  $35.00  Member  Price:  $28.00 
Special,  numbered,  autographed  edition:  $75.00 

Add  $3.00  per  book  for  postage  and  shipping.  Make  checks  payable  to: 

Token  and  Medal  Society 
c/o  Mark  Lighterman 
P.O.  Box  471518,  Lake  Monroe,  FL  32747 
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This  medal  is  a 
tribute  to  the 
seven  United 
States  Coast 
Guardsmen  who 
performed 
unselfish  acts  of 
bravery  and  hero- 
ism on  this  fateful 
night. 


At  1:30  a.m.  the  wireless  operator  sent  out  the  first  distress  signal  while 
four  miles  off  Kenosha.  They  received  a message  that  the  Racine  and  Kenosha 
Coast  Guards  along  with  the  fishing  tugs  Chambers  Bros,  and  Palmer  were  respond- 
ing. It  took  several  hours  for  the  Racine  Guards  to  reach  the  Wisconsin.  Morrison 
asked  for  a responding  boat  to  take  him  in  tow.  The  Kenosha  Coast  Guard  arrived 
and  attached  two  of  their  lines.  The  Racine  Guards  had  a 36-foot  self-bailing 
motorized  life  boat.  The  boilers  of  the  Wisconsin  flooded  snuffing  out  the  lights. 
The  Captain  ordered  the  anchors  dropped  supposedly  to  help  launch  the  life  boats 
which  could  only  be  lowered  off  the  port  side.  The  life  boats  could  only  accommo- 
date part  of  the  crew.  All  four  passengers  managed  to  get  into  the  boats.  The 
freight  cargo  was  heard  crashing  from  side  to  side.  Some  men  threw  over  life  rafts 
and  jumped  after  them.  Some  crewmen  went  under  almost  immediately  due  to  the 
cold.  Others  swam  to  the  Coast  Guard  boats.  At  4:32  a.m.  the  crew  abandoned 
ship.  The  Racine  Guards  returned  to  shore  with  19  survivors.  On  their  second  trip 
out  into  the  lake  they  recovered  six  bodies.  By  7:00  a.m.  the  Wisconsin  drifted  to 
within  a mile  of  shore,  rolled  over  and  sank. 

The  5.5.  Wisconsin  had  seventy-four  people  aboard.  Fifty-four  crew  mem- 
bers and  four  passengers  survived.  Sixteen  crew  members  perished  including 
Captain  Morrison.  After  the  sinking  a three-way  investigation  was  launched  by  the 
Federal  Government,  Kenosha  County,  and  the  Wisconsin's  owners.  Many  ques- 
tions were  raised  but  without  the  skipper,  they  remained  unanswered.  The  main 
question  was  why  he  anchored  rather  than  immediately  heading  for  the  Port  of 
Kenosha. 

The  ship  still  lies  6.5  miles  southeast  of  Kenosha  in  130  feet  of  water.  It  is 
a popular  dive  location  for  scuba  divers. 

Pictured  (at  left,  twice  size)  is  a 34min  medal  issued  to  the  Racine  Coast 
Guard  for  rescuing  the  crew.  It  most  likely  was  suspended  from  a ribbon  and  pin- 
bar.  The  obverse  reads,  “Lifesaving  Award  Racine,  Wisconsin”.  The  reverse  is 
engraved,  “Dedicated  by  the  citizens  of  Racine  to  its  heroic  Coast  Guards  for  sav- 
ing lives  of  the  “Wisconsin’s”  crew  off  Kenosha  Monday,  Oct.  28,  1929”.  The  10K 
medal  bears  the  signature  of  Chicago  jeweler,  Dodge  & Aschcr. 

The  civic  groups  and  citizens  of  Racine  and  Kenosha  were  proud  of  the 
immediate  response  and  heroism  displayed  by  the  Coast  Guards  of  both  cities. 
The  Racine  Times-Call  reported  that  on  November  4,  1929,  the  Racine  Chamber 
of  Commerce  sponsored  a banquet  which  four  hundred  people  attended  to  honor 
the  thirty-three  heroes  of  the  Wisconsin  disaster.  Coast  Guard  men  from  both 
cities  and  citizens  who  assisted  them  were  presented  certificates.  The  Rev. 
George  R.  Cady  said  in  his  presentation  speech,  that  “We  all  admire  human 
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courage.  Humanity  does  not  relish  foolhardiness,  but  it  does  admire  the  man  who 

. , . , ...  , „ in„„  will  risk  his  life  for  that  of  his  neighbor.” 

Journal-News  of  November  22,  1929  6 

In  the  newspaper  the  following  day  was  an  article  saying  gold  medals 

have  been  ordered  from  Chicago  for  seven  members  of  the  Racine  Coast  Guard. 
The  design  is  a special  one  drawn  by  a Chicagoan  with  delivery  in  Racine  in  a 
short  time.  In  the  Nov.  13,  1929,  issue  of  the  Racine  Journal-News,  an  article  said 
the  Coast  Guards  will  be  presented  medals  at  the  Association  of  Commerce  annu- 
al meeting  on  Nov.  21,  1929. 

The  headline  for  the  November  22,  1929,  issue  of  the  Racine  Journal- 
News  read  “Coast  Guard  Heroism  Recognized.”  The  article  reported  on  the 
annual  Association  of  Commerce  meeting  at  the  Hotel  Racine  the  previous 
evening.  Each  member  of  the  Racine  Coast  Guard  was  presented  a gold  medal  by 
Charles  F.  Alden,  President  of  the  First  National  Bank  and  Trust  Company.  The 
seven  officers  are:  Capt.  John  A.  Olander,  Surfmen  Stanley  Gorsiski,  Francis  M. 
Worden,  Kenneth  E.  Carre,  Ernel  L.  Sorenson,  Otto  R.  Shepard  and  Hugo  T. 
Zahn.  Then  calling  the  members  of  the  crew  forward  to  form  a line  in  front  of  the 
speaker’s  table,  Mr.  Alden  said,  “For  valor”  as  he  pinned  on  the  medal  designated 
for  each.  He  added,  “May  these  medals  ever  he  worn  for  the  honor  for  which  they 
are  presented.”  Mr.  Alden  also  presented  to  the  Coast  Guards  an  engrossed  testi- 
monial from  the  Association  of  Commerce.  In  making  the  presentation,  Mr. 
Alden  said,  “It  has  been  written,  greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a man 
lay  down  his  life  for  his  brethren,”  The  225  diners  cheered  and  displayed  their 
feelings  with  prolonged  applause.  The  gifts  presented  were  made  possible  by 
donations  by  many  persons  residing  in  Racine  and  elsewhere.  Alden  said  dona- 
tions were  not  made  in  large  sums  but  in  amounts  of  $1  & $2  from  local  residents 
and  others.  One  gift  came  from  a survivor  ol  the  Titanic  who  wrote  that  she 
wished  that  Cod’s  blessing  would  accompany  the  work  of  the  men.  Thousands  ol 
radio  listeners  heard  the  program  which  was  broadcast  by  WRJN,  the  Racine 
Journal-News  station.  <3 
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MAVERICKS 


2448 

Issuer:  MCCREFRY  CIGAR  S TORE,  1 linton,  WV 
Attributed  by:  Donald  Clifford 
References:  I '>14  WV  Bradstreet  Directory 


by  John  D. Mutch 


The  discussion  of  what  is  available  at  Internet  Archive  in 
the  last  “Mavericks”  column  included  the  Wayback  Machine , 
but  there  is  a lot  more  content  available  at  www.archive.org. 
For  instance,  the  images  of  the  United  States  Censuses  from 

1790  through  1930  (with 
the  exception  of  the  1890 
Census  which  was 
destroyed  years  ago)  are 
available.  These  images 
are  taken  from  the  micro- 
films of  the  original  pages, 
and  are  essentially  the 
same  as  you  would  see  if 
you  subscribed  to  one  of 
the  online  genealogy  ser- 
vices. The  difference  is 
that  the  pay  services  gen- 
erally enhance  the  images 
to  improve  readability 
and,  most  importantly,  index  the  names  on  the  Censuses.  So, 
if  you  do  not  have  access  to  one  of  the  online  services,  you  wall 
have  to  page  through  the  census  just  as  if  you  were  looking  at 
the  microfilm.  Access  is  by  state,  then  county,  then  “enumera- 
tion district.”  If  you  are  researching  in  an  area  with  a relative- 
ly small  population,  it  is  not  too  difficult  to  read  through  the 
whole  county,  but  this  becomes  a daunt- 
ing task  in  a large  city. 

From  the  mailbag 

I recently  got  inquiries  on 
Sinclair  Systems  tokens  from 
readers  Dick  Maki  and  Steven 
Kawalec.  There  are  various 
denominations  of  tokens  like 
these  that  were  used  in  automated 
bulk  gas  dispensing  operations.  The 
Pentico  Systems  company  was 
assigned  a U.S.  Patent  on  a 
coin/token  operated  mechanism 
to  do  the  dispensing,  and  the 
Sinclair  Oil  Company  was  the 
supplier  of  the  gas.  Other 
tokens  are  known  with  other 
companies  as  supplier.  From 
what  I can  tell,  these  wrere  used 
in  the  1970s. 

xMaverick  Attributions 
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Issuer:  J.  W.  WEAVER,  Cleveland,  TN 

Attributed  by:  Richard  Greever,  John  Byars 

References:  Ingle  Customer  Order  #473,  shipped  about  191 1 


2449 

Issuer:  McCREERY  & HOOVER  SMOKE  SI  IOP,  1 linton, 

Y\V 

Attributed  by:  Donald  Clifford 

References:  1920  WV  Dun  Directory,  Schenkman’s  WV 
Book 

5880 

Issuer:  G.  C.  CROLEY,  Polleyton,  KY 
Attributed  by:  John  Byars,  Richard  Greever 
References:  Ingle  Customer  Record  #1353  shipped  about 
1913,  1914  KY  Bradstreet  Directory  (G.  C.  Croley  - General 
Store) 

6459 

Issuer:  UP-TO-DATE  BAKERY  / E.  FRAZEL  & SON, 
Mason,  MI 

Attributed  by:  Les  LeRoy  Smidi 
References:  1889  & 1895  Polk  MI  Gazetteers 

6908 

Issuer:  PEERLESS  BUFFET  / 17  RIVER  ST.,  Aurora,  IL 
Attributed  by:  John  Walthall 

References:  1915  Aurora,  IL  City  Directory  (H.  A. 

Dotterwich  & August  Bauman  - Proprietors  Peerless  Buffet  - 
17  S.  River) 

6921 

Issuer:  E.  J.  RESSEGIEU  / 12  WEST  THIRD  ST.,  Sioux 
City,  LA 

Attributed  by:  John  Mutch 

References:  1900  Census  (Edwin  J.  Ressegieu  - Wholesale 
Liquir(sic)  - 10  West  Third  St.),  1889-90  & 1892-93  Sioux 
City,  IA  City  Directories  (Edwin  J.  Ressegieu  - Wholesale 
Liquors  - 1 08- 1 1 0 West  Third) 

8576 

Issuer:  W.  E.  HARRIS,  Palmetto,  FL 

Attributed  by:  John  Byars,  Richard  Greever 

References:  Ingle  Customer  record  #348  shipped  about  1910 

10066 

Issuer:  DRAWZ  BROS.,  Garretson,  SD 
Attributed  by:  John  Mutch 

References:  1910  Census  (Julius  & Rudolph  Drawz  - Pool 
Hall  Managers) 

12803 

Issuer:  E.  LIAUNSTEIN,  Detroit,  MI 
Attributed  by:  Les  LeRoy  Smith 

References:  1915-31  Detroit,  MI  City  Directories  (Edward 
Haunstein  - Billiards) 

17481 

Issuer:  PENTUCKET  CLUB,  Haverhill,  MA 
Attributed  by:  John  Mutch 

References:  Boston  Journal  16  Mar  1905  (Haverhill  ministers 
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New  Members 


Mem# 

Name 

State 

Collects 

Sponsor 

8368 

Thomas  P.  Rigney 

NY 

tokens,  medals,  coins 

8365 

Thomas  E.  Jackson 

KS 

Civil  War,  Hard  Times  Tokens 

8367 

Doug  West 

KS 

US,  World 

8371 

Delbert  V.  Bryant 

TX 

Coins,  IASAC  Medals 

Doug  Jennings 

8370 

Tommy  Bucci 

VA 

Swiss  Shooting  medals, 
French  & Cuba  tokens 

8372 

David  Goya 

CA 

So  Called  Dollars 

8369 

Charlie  Ludvik 

CA 

art  medals 

8373 

Robert  K.  Myles 

NV 

Odd  Tokens,  odd  denomination  coins 

Paul  Cunningham 

8374 

Matthew  Orsini 

TX 

Washingtoniana,  US  Mint  Medals 

Deceased 

3614 

Ray  Leafgreen 

OK 

LM  97  Stephen  L Tanenbaum 

NY 

6894 

George  J Wean 

PA 

LM  15  John  L.  Knabenschuh 

AR 

LM137 

Michael  J Denning 

IL 

Resigned 

6803 

Robert  E Whitley 

CA 

Dropped 


Kevin  Akin 

Mike  Ellis 

Marc  McDonald 

Fred  Truex 

Betty  Allen 

Dwane  Erickson 

Ron  McDowell 

Jeff  Tyler 

James  Best 

Martha  Gammill 

Robert  Olszewski 

John  W.  Vaughn 

Stephen  Bobbitt 

Burkley  M.  Gray 

Mike  Patton 

William  Van  Valkenburg 

Bohdan  Bobjak 

Donald  W.  Goebel  Jr. 

Bill  Perkins 

Jon  Williams 

Norman  Bolotin 

Victoria  Hamilton 

Roy  Putze 

Paul  Williams 

John  Bradford 

Richard  Hlavacik 

Leon  Robert 

Richard  Wilson 

Gene  Braig 

Robert  Hochswinder 

John  Ross 

Jessie  Winkle 

Roy  Brown 

Michael  Hoffman 

Jaime  Salgado 

A1  Zaika 

Bryce  Brown 

Carl  L.  Hutchinson 

George  H.  Schopfer  III 

Clifford  Burgess 

Katherine  Jaeger 

Kenneth  Shellaby 

Ramond  Burgin 

Alan  R.  Lacy 

Robert  Shippee 

Charles  Camillieri 

LaVerne  Win.  Libbcrt 

Billy  Shivers 

Robert  F.  Carlin  II 

Skylar  Liechty 

Eugene  Sternlieht 

Darrell  D.  Crotty 

Jeff  Looney 

Keith  E.  Stickland 

Leon  Cunningham 

Robert  Maisch 

Linda  Stone 

John  Denham 

Donnie  Maranto 

Boh  Straker 

Mel  Dill 

Robert  Mayer 

Joseph  Studebaker  J r. 

<3 
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unearth  old  ordinance  resulting  in  the  pop  concert  held  at  the 
Pentucket  Club,  the  most  exclusive  organization  in  the  city, 
being  held  without  the  beer  as  was  advertised.) 

17532 

Issuer:  M.  BLAIR  GOURLEY  / VIADUCT  CIGAR 

STORE,  Harrisburg,  PA 

Attributed  by:  John  Mutch,  Richard  Greever 

References:  1900-20  Censuses  (M.  Blair  Gourley  - 

Salesman),  1930  Census  (Marshal  B.  Gourley  - salesman), 

1930  Harrisburg,  PA  City  Directory  (M.  Blair  Gourley  - 

Salesman) 

17570 

Issuer:  H.  E.  ALWINE,  Conemaugh,  PA 
Attributed  by:  John  Mutch 

References:  1930  Census  (Harry  E.  Alwine  - operator  - pas- 
teurizing plant) 

17641 

Issuer:  BOYERTOWTST  OIL  CO.,  New  Berlinville,  PA 
Attributed  by:  John  Mutch,  Herman  Aqua 
References:  1938  & 1958  PA  Dun  & Bradstreet  Directories, 
2007  Webster’s  Online  Business  Directory  (Boyertown  Oil 
Co.  - 865  N.  Reading  Ave.) 

17712 

Issuer:  GEORGE  LIEBERMANN  BAKERY,  Massillon, 
OH 

Attributed  by:  Dale  Wilgesjohn  Mutch 

References:  Wilges’  OH  Update,  1910  OH  Census  (George 

Liebermann  - Bakery) 

17713 

Issuer:  LOHNER’S  STORE,  Wetonka,  SD 
Attributed  by:  Joseph  Elrod 

References:  1921  SD  Dun  Directory  (Thomas  Lohner  - 
General  Store),  1925-30  SD  Bradstreet  Diectories  (O.  R. 
(Mrs.  T.)  Lohner  - General  Store),  1933-34  SD  D&B 
Directories  (Olive  R.  (Mrs.  Thomas)  Lohner  - General  Store, 
Miedema’s  SD  Book 

17714 

Issuer:  JOHN  MARCHLENSKI,  Wheeling,  WV 
Attributed  by:  John  Mutch,  John  Byars,  Donald  Clifford 
References:  1910  & 1930  Census,  WWI  Draft  Registration 
(John  Marchlenski  - Grocer  - 2644  Chapline  St.),  Ingle  ship- 
ping records  (300  tokens  shipped  in  1921) 

17716 

Issuer:  McCREERY  CIGAR  STORE  / L.  P.  WELFLEY, 
Hinton,  WV 


Attributed  by:  John  Mutch,  Donald  Clifford 
References:  WWI  Draft  Registration  (Lawrence  Preston 
Welfley),  1930  Census  (Lawrence  Welfley  - Confectionery), 
1914  WV  Bradstreet  Directory  (McCreery  Cigar  Store),  1929 
WV  D&B  Directory  (1  lotel  McCreery  Co.,  L.  P.  Wei  fry  (sic)  - 
Cigars) 


17722 

Issuer:  POL.  NAT.  HOME  WAWEL,  Thompsonville  sec- 
tion of  Enfield,  CT  (shown  above) 

Attributed  by:  John  Mutch 

References:  Central  CT  State  Library  archives  has  program 
from  the  opening  of  the  Polish  National  Home  Wawel.  At 
the  time,  the  location  was  known  as  Thompsonville,  but  that 
town  was  absorbed  into  Enfield  in  1923. 

17726 

Issuer:  JACOB  ROTH,  Toledo,  OH 

Attributed  by:  John  Byars,  Bob  Cardiff,  John  Mutch,  Donald 
Clifford 

References:  Ingle  Shipping  Ledger  says  something  other 
than  tokens  was  sold  to  Jacob  Roth  under  misc  order  1007o  at 
521  New  York  in  Toledo,  OH,  1912  OH  Dun  & 1913  OH 
Bradstreet  Directories  (Jacob  Roth  - Grocery  & Saloon), 
WWI  Draft  Registration  0acob  George  Roth  - Saloon  Keeper 
- 52 1 New  York  Avenue) 

17736 

Issuer:  MAX  STRIEGL’S  ALPINE  VILLAGE, 

Cheektowaga,  NY 
Attributed  by:  Gene  Hynds 

References:  His  father  was  friends  with  Striegl  and  Gene  got 
his  numismatic  start  by  helping  to  roll  up  nickels  from  the  pin- 
ball machines  in  the  Alpine  Village  Tavern  on  Delvan  Avenue 
just  outside  the  Buffalo  city  limits. 

17737 

Issuer:  GEO.  H.  STUECK,  Meriden,  CT 


Wanted 

Information  for  a serious  study  of  modern  issuers  of  counterstamped  coins,  to  include  collectors,  dealers, 
numismatic  organizations  such  as  coin  clubs,  or  any  other  type  of  business.  Purpose  is  to  document  issuers 
and  acquire  examples  for  my  personal  collection.  Will  trade  mine  for  yours,  or  buy  if  necessary.  Bruce 
Mosher,  P.O.  Box  64,  Runnemede,  NJ  08078  or  e-mail  Artemistc1@aol.com. 
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Attributed  by:  John  Mutch 

References:  1887  Meriden,  CT  City  Directory  (George  H. 
Stueck  - Saloon  & Billiard  Hall  - 27  State),  1891  Meriden,  CT 
City  Directory  (George  H.  Stueck  - Saloon  & Bottler  - 105 
West  Main) 

17741 

Issuer:  VFWPOST  5296,  Salamanca,  NY 

Attributed  by:  John  Mutch,  Forrest  Stevens,  Vic  Fickling 

References: 

17745 

Issuer:  3 DEUCES  / 407  S.  WABASH,  Chicago,  IL 
Attributed  by:  Tom  Casper 
References:  Sep  1943  IL  D&B  Directory 

Corrections 

121  J.  W.  WEAVER  - Delete  attribution  to  Pryor,  OK  in 
favor  of  attribution  above. 

614  & 4612  JAS.  S.  EVANS  & SONS  - delete  attributions  to 
Terre  Haute,  IN.  The  attributions  were  based  on  1900-46  IN 
Dun  & Bradstreet  directories  where  the  listing  is  for  J.  S. 
Evans  & Sons  - bicy  & rep  however  the  1920  Census  indicates 
the  name  is  John  S.  Evans. 

8576  W.  E.  HARRIS  - Delete  attribution  to  Ona,  FL  in  favor 
of  attribution  above. 

11908  LOGAN  CREEK  HALL  ASSOCIATION  - delete 
attribution  to  Uehling,  NE,  retaining  attribution  to  Logan 
Creek,  OH  per  NETCC  NE  Book. 

16231  BIEDERMAN  FURNITURE  CO.  - delete  attribu- 
tion to  Champaign,  IL  and  retain  attribution  to  St.  Louis, 
MO.  Further  research  shows  the  Biederman  Furniture  Co., 
headquartered  at  St.  Louis,  MO  and  having  7 stores  in  MO 
and  southern  IL,  was  bought  out  by  the  Marshall-Wells  Co. 
The  chain  expanded  to  some  100  stores,  including  one  in 
Champaign,  but  the  tokens  are  from  the  St.  Louis  operation. 

17757  - GRAND  HOTEL  DURBUY  rather  than  Durbury. 

New  Listings 

To  have  your  mavericks  listed  in  this  column,  mail  them 
to  the  Maverick  Editor  at  the  address  below.  Please  do  not 
send  initials-only  or  numbers-only  mavericks  or  other  pieces 
with  only  a slim  chance  of  being  attributed.  Since  pho- 
tographs or  rubbings  do  not  reproduce  adequately,  send  the 
actual  tokens  to  be  photographed  and  listed.  Package  them 
securely,  and  include  stamps  or  a check  made  out  to  me  to 
cover  return  postage  and  insurance,  indicating  desired  insur- 
ance valuation.  As  always,  if  you  have  mavericks  you  would 
like  looked  up  in  the  TAMS  database,  e-mail  or  send  me  a list 
and  I will  be  glad  to  check  them: 

John  D.  Mutch 
793  I Crestwood  Drive 
Boise,  ID  83704-3022 
I' -mail:  tokens@idahovandals.com 


17882 

Obv:  OLD  KENTUCKY 
/ SALOON /P.  O. 

Rev:  GOOD  FOR  / 5 / IN 

TRADE 

24mm  Rd  Br 


17883 

Obv:  OLYMPIA  / CLUB 
Rev:  Plain 
29mm  Rd  Br 


17884 

Obv:  THE  OPERA  / 
LIIPP 

Rev:  GOOD  FOR  / 5 / IN 
MERCHANDISE 
19mm  Rd  Br 


17885 

Obv:  OPERA  HOUSE 
RESTAURANT  / 5 
Rev:  Same 
19mm  Rd  Wm 


17886 

Obv:  ROHR  BROS. 

Rev:  OPERA  SALOON  / 
GOOD  FOR /5c /IN 
TRADE  AT  BAR 
28mm  S8  Br 


17887 

Obv:  OTTO'S /OAK- 
LAND/ 1141  STAN- 
FORD AVE. 

Rev:  GOOD  FOR /25c/ 
IN  TRADE 
2 5 mm  Rd  Br 


TAMS  Journal  • July/August  201 1 • Vol.  51 , No.  4 


123 


17888 

Obv:  B \RTON  & 
MOLER  / 50  / c / THE 
OWL 
Rev:  Same 
25mm  Rd  Br 


17889 

Obv:  THE  P.  A.  GRO.  & 
PROW  CO.,  INC.  / SER. 
A101  / 1 /JUN.  '14 
Rev:  IN  TRADE  / 1 / 
NOT  TRANSFERABLE 
17.5mm  Rd  Br 


17890 

P.  B.  .AND  CO.  / 404  / 
BROADWAY. 

Rev:  GOOD  FOR/2?e/ 
IN  TRADE 
25mm  Rd  Br 


17891 

Obv:  P.  M.  CO.  (Inc)  / 25  / 
c / DRAY  CHECK  (Inc) 
Rev:  AUG.  KERN  / B.  S.  / 
CO.  / ST.  LOUIS. 

22mm  Oc  Br 


17892 

Obv:  P.  MT.  A.  G.  / CO. 
Rev:  GOOD  FOR  / 5 / IN 
MERCHANDISE 
1 8. 5mm  Rd  Br 


17893 

Obv:  PAD  DEN'S  / JOHN 
& JACK 

Rev:  GOOD  FOR  / 100/ 
IN  TRADE 
24mm  Rd  Al 


17894 

Obv:  PALACE  / 1 5 / 
HOTEL  (All  Inc) 
Rev:  Plain 
25.5mm  Rd  Br 


17895 

Obv:  PALAIS  HOTEL  / 
COR  / LAMAR  / & / 
PACIFIC  AVE. 

Rev:  GOOD  FOR  / 12V:  / 
CENTS  / IN  TRADE 
24.5mm  Rd  Al 


17896 

Obv:  PALMS,  10 
CHURCH  ST. 

Rev:  GOOD  FOR  10c/ 
IN  TRADE 
21mm  Rd  Br 


17897 

Obv:  PARAGON  / 5 / 

PARK 

Rev:  5 

25mm  Oc  Al 


17898 

Obv:  PARK  CAROUSAL 
/\'T 

Rev:  Blank 
25.5mm  Rd  Br 


17899 

Obv:  E.  A.  FREEMAN  / 
PARK /DRUG  STORE/ 
COR.  ASYLUM  / & 
FORD  ST  (All  Inc) 

Rev:  GOOD  FOR  / 1 / 
GLASS  / SODA  / 
WATER  (Ml  Inc) 

25mm  Rd  Wm 
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$$•  VERY  HIGH  DOLLAR  AMOUNTS  PAID  FOR*$$ 

Lincoln  Medals 

Newly  revised  want  list  for  Abraham  Lincoln  medals  by  Charles  Calverley 
(with  right-facing  portrait)  that  have  been  struck  by  Medallic  Art  Company 
in  New  York  City  and  later  in  Danbury ’ Connecticut. 

The  striking  of  these  Lincoln  medals  began  in  1909  (the  centennial  of  Lincoln's  birth),  continuing  through 
1 988.  There  are  1 7 different  varieties,  with  many  medals  issued  in  two  sizes,  struck  for  various  events  over 
the  years.  Each  has  different  legends  representing  several  institutions  and/or  companies;  and  one  individual 
as  his  personal  medal  (token),  all  of  which  have  been  struck  in  bronze  and  some  in  fine  silver. 

I am  willing  to  pay  VERY  HIGH,  UNPRECEDENTED  DOLLAR  AMOUNTS  for  several  of  these  Calverley- 
Lincoln  medals  I desperately  still  need.  There  are  several  varieties  of  these  Lincoln  medals  I need  to  help 
illustrate  a TAMS  Journal  a rticle  I am  writing  in  the  near  future  about  Abraham  Lincoln  medallions,  galvano 
plaques  and  medals  that  use  the  Lincoln  image  work  of  the  late  artist  Charles  Calverley  (1833-1914). 

Contact  me  if  you  have  any  of  the  following  Calverley-Lincoln  medals: 

1 ) 2"/u.-inch  medal  with  reverse  that  reads  "THE  GRIP  THAT  SWUNG  THE  AX  IN 
ILLINOIS  WAS  ON  THE  PEN  THAT  SET  A PEOPLE  FREE." 

2)  2"/i6-inch  medal  with  reverse  that  reads  "WITH  MALICE  TOWARD  NONE...," 
especially  any  still  in  their  original  boxes  and  also  any  struck  in  fine  silver. 

3)  1 '/n-inch  gold-plated  medal  with  pendant  loop  and  necklace  ring. 

4)  3Yi  x 2Ya  inches  plaquette  with  nine  lines  beginning  "WITH  MALICE  TOWARD 
NONE..."  All  are  struck  in  bronze  and  in  fine  silver. 

5)  2-inch  award  medal  with  no  obverse  legend  and  reverse  showing  only  the  lighted 
lamp  of  knowledge  above  an  oak  and  laurel  wreath.  My  offer  price  doubles  if  your 
specimen  has  been  engraved  to  an  awardee. 

6)  1 'A-inch  medal  with  obverse  legend  that  reads  "1865-1965  2ND  INAUGURAL 
CENTENNIAL  - ABRAHAM  • LINCOLN".  All  are  struck  in  bronze  and  in  sterling  silver, 
plus  a few  in  14-karat  gold. 


7)  I Yu-inch  medal  with  reverse  that  reads  "MAX  M.  SCHWARTZ  NEW  YORK  CITY" 
in  the  center. 

8)  2 '/.’-inch  medal  (unsigned  at  the  shoulder,  but  C.  Calverley's  work),  with  reverse 
showing  the  19th-century  facade  of  Ford's  Theatre.  Struck  in  bronze  and  in  fine  silver. 


’ CONTACT  ME  FOR  A HIGH  $ OFFER: 

Wm.  Hallam  Webber  (TAMS  Member  8142) 

P.O.  Box  4267,  Rockville,  MD  20849 
Rhone  301-669-7877  (daily  until  midnight) 
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TAMS  Banquet 

to  be  held  in  Chicago! 

The  annual  TAMS  Banquet  will  be  held  on 
Thursday,  August  18,  2011,  at  Gibson's 
Steakhouse,  right  across  from  the  Stephens 
Convention  Center,  beginning  at  6:30  p.m. 
with  cocktails  and  dinner  and  awards  at 
7:15. 

The  menu  will  feature  a house  salad,  a 
double  baked  potato,  green  beans,  and 
threemeats:  London  broil,  spit-roasted 
chicken  and  halibut  served  family  style  at 
your  table.  Dessert  will  feature  a choco- 
late brownie  and  ice  cream.  Your  coffee, 
iced  or  hot  tea,  and  sodas  will  be  included 
in  the  price  of  $45  per  person,  which  will 
include  all  gratuities  and  taxes. 

If  you  would  like  to  purchase  your  tickets 
in  advance,  please  contact  Kathy  Freeland 
at  (989)  843-5247,  e-mail  her  at 
ksfdaf@sbcglobal.net  or  send  a check  for 
$45  to:  Kathy  Freeland,  P.O.  Box  195, 
Mayville,  Ml  48744.  Please  make  the 
check  payable  to  TAMS.  Your  tickets  will 
be  at  the  TAMS  table  at  the  ANA  conven- 
tion and  you  will  need  to  pick  them  up  in 
advance,  or  just  sign  up  and  pay  right  at 
the  convention.  Space  at  the  banquet  is 
limited  to  45  people,  so  you  are  encour- 
aged to  register  early! 


Fifty  Years  Ago  in  TAMS 

By  Paul  Cunningham 


As  the  first  year  of  TAMS  (The  Society  of  Token,  Medal  & 
Obsolete  Paper  Money  Collectors)  had  four  issues,  we  can 
expect  some  overlap  in  our  reminiscing.  Several  more  years 
would  pass  before  TAMS  expanded  to  six  issues  annually.  In 
the  second  issue  of  the  first  year,  dated  July,  1961,  Ralph 
Mitchell  and  Russell  Rulau  put  their  heads  together  and  pro- 
duced the  second  installment  of  “Embossed  or  Shell  Cards.” 
Additions  to  this  listing  would  be  made  for  years  to  come  in 
the  TAMS  Journal-,  these  additions  would  be  gathered  later 
into  one  large  article.  George  and  Melvin  Fuld  compiled 
“New  Varieties  of  Civil  War  Patriotic  Tokens,”  Russell 
Rulau  contributed  “Additions  to  Hard  Times  Merchant 
Cards,”  Nancy  and  Kaye  Dethridge  wrote  of  Alaskan  tokens 
that  were  not  in  Bressett  & Gould’s  book  and  Marie  Johnson 
hosted  a small  listing  of  Michigan  trade  tokens. 

• 40  years  ago,  George  Hatie,  President,  spoke  of  appointing 
committees  to  evaluate  various  types  of  tokens  and  medals. 
TAMS  Editor  Virginia  Culver  announced  that  TAMS  would 
sponsor  a hospitality  room  at  the  ANA  convention.  Richard 
Dusterberg  announced  that  his  Inaugural  Medals  book  was 
available  and  he  is  pictured  presenting  a copy  of  his  book  to 
then-President  Richard  Nixon.  Ed  Quagliana  wrote  of  the 
Civil  War  token  issuer  who  began  the  Memorial  Day  tradi- 
tion. Dwight  Safford  authored  an  extensive  article  on  “Some 
Utah  Tokens,”  including  pictures.  R.F.  Herberg  presented  a 
short  article  on  “Art  in  Tokens,”  specifically  the  Japanese 
Statue  token  of  the  Art  Saloon  in  San  Francisco.  Jerry'  Bates 
updated  his  “Sales  Tax  Tokens.”  Other  important  articles 
were  shared  by  Melvin  Fuld,  Robert  Gantner,  Gordon 
Dodrill,  Ralph  Leisy,  Russell  Rulau,  Arlie  Slabaugh,  Mrs. 
C.B.  Allen,  Charles  Kappen  and  Irene  .Alexander. 

• 30  years  ago.  President  Neil  Harris  related  some  token 
dealings  w'ith  Mark  Hoffman,  who  in  201 1 sits  on  death  row 
for  murder!  Joseph  Schmidt  shares  his  “Illinois’  Earliest 
Exonumia.”  George  Fuld  discussed  several  interesting 
tokens  in  his  “Exonumist’s  Corner.”  Simon  DesLauriers 
exposed  some  fakes  in  his  “Colorado  Fantasy  Silver  Medals 
Little  Known  In  or  Out  of  State.”  A news  release  announced 
the  Medallions  [which]  Commemorate  Los  Angeles 
Bicentennial.  This  issue  also  included  notes  or  announce- 
ments concerning  early  American  tokens,  Canadian  trade 
dollars,  Canadian  KKK  Tokens,  Feuchtwanger  cent  vari- 
eties, Indiana  trade  tokens  and  sales  tax  tokens. 

• 20  years  ago,  A change  in  Librarianship  occurred,  with 
Peter  Irion  taking  over  from  Cheryl  Maisch.  Some  20  years 
later,  Mr.  Irion  is  still  the  man!  William  Sw'oger  produced  a 
“must-read”  with  his  “Introduction  to  Genealogical 
Numismatic  Research”  - a very'  important  and  useful  work, 
with  many  pictures.  David  Schenkman  and  AL  Zaika  posted 
articles  on  spurious  or  fantasy  tokens. 

• 10  y'ears  ago,  Randy  Partin  produced  the  definitive  refer- 
ence for  Cracker  Jack  presidential  tokens,  many  of  which  are 
pictured.  The  Idaho  fakes,  produced  by  Frank  Schell  and 
others,  are  revealed  by  John  Mutch.  Phil  Greenslet  contin- 
ued his  series  ol  listings  of  “The  Medals  of  Franklin.  A pic- 
ture of  the  participants  in  one  of  Duane  Feisel  s Token 
Jamborees  from  the  early  1970s  is  included. 
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TAMS  Journal 

Information  for  Advertisers 


Advertising  Restrictions 

All  advertisers  in  TAMS  Journal  must  subscribe  to  the  Token  and 
Medal  Society's  code  of  ethical  standards.  The  editor  is  vested 
with  the  right  to  reject  any  advertising  he  feels  is  not  in  keeping 
with  the  objectives  of  the  Society.  All  ads  are  priced  on  a CASH 
IN  ADVANCE  basis.  Further  information  regarding  advertising  is 
available  by  contacting  the  editor/publisher  at  fred@spmc.org. 

Classified  Advertising 

Classified  ads,  up  to  25  words,  are  free  to  all  TAMS  members. 

Only  one  complimentary  ad  per  member  per  issue  can  be  accept- 
ed. All  free  classifieds  must  be  re-submitted  for  each  issue. 
Members  submitting  ads  in  excess  of  25  words  agree  to  pay  1 0 
cents  per  word  over  the  25-word  maximum  per  insertion. 

Mail-Bid  Advertising 

Closing  dates  listed  in  mail-bid  ads  should  be  set  six  weeks  after 
the  issue  date  of  the  TAMS  Journal  in  which  the  ad  is  inserted. 
While  the  Token  and  Medal  Society  endeavors  to  place  issues  in 
the  hands  of  its  members  no  later  than  two  or  three  weeks  follow- 
ing the  issue  date,  it  is  not  obligated  to  do  so.  All  ads  for  mail  bids 
must  include  any  rules  that  apply  to  the  sale  in  question;  the  term 
“usual  rules"  is  not  acceptable. 

Advertising  Rates 

The  rates  listed  below  are  for  camera-ready  copy  only.  Advertisers 
must  supply  all  text  and  art  work;  electronic  files  and  high-resolu- 
tion (300  dpi)  images  or  pdf  files  are  preferred.  Advertisers  may  be 
assessed  an  additional  charge  for  layout  and  typesetting;  arrange- 
ments should  be  made  in  advance  with  the  editor/publisher. 


Contract  Rates 


SIZE 

1 ISSUE 

3 ISSUES 

6 ISSUES 

Full  Page  (7.125"  x 9.5") 

$150 

$450 

$900 

Half  Page  (7.125"  x 4.438") 

$ 75 

$225 

$450 

Quarter  Page  (3.427"  x 4.438) 

$ 40 

$120 

$240 

Eighth  Page  (3.427"  x 2.093") 

$ 25 

$ 75 

$150 

The  above  rates  apply  only  when  the  same  advertisement  is  run 
for  the  length  of  the  contract.  If  ad  copy  is  changed  during  the 
contract  term,  an  additional  charge  may  apply.  The  rate  for  adver- 
tisements on  the  outside  back  cover  is  $250;  inside  front  cover  or 
inside  back  cover  is  $200  per  issue  on  a contract  basis,  subject  to 
prior  arrangement;  color  may  be  available  for  an  additional 
charge.  Advertisers  may  insert  flyers  in  the  envelopes  in  which  the 
TAMS  Journal  is  mailed.  Contact  the  editor/publisher  for  additional 
information,  deadlines,  and  fees. 


Publication  Deadlines 

Issue  Date 

January-February 

March-April 

May-June 

July-August 

September-October 

November-Dee  ember 


Contract  Ad  Copy  to  Editor 
Prior  to* 

November  25 
January  25 
March  25 
May  25 
July  25 

September  25 


* I AMS  Journal  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of  non-contract  adver- 
tising copy  or  editorial  submissions  in  a specific  issue  unless  prior 
arrangements  are  made,  nor  can  it  guarantee  act  uracy  of  su<  h.  <3 


Let's  hear  it  for  the  mavericks ? 

I have  been  very  gratified  by  the  reception  garnered  by  the 
first  couple  of  issues  of  this  journal  that  I published  for 
TAMS.  I am  very  cognizant  that  a club  publication  must  meet 
the  needs  of  its  members,  or  being  of  little  use  individuals 
become  disgruntled  and  perhaps  even  former  members. 

Member  satisfaction  and  retention  is  paramount  for  spe- 
cialty organizations  like  TAMS.  Our  field  is  so  narrow  that 
we  must  be  ever  vigilant  in  meeting  and  even  exceeding  mem- 
bers’ expectations.  Satisfied  members  are  the  best  advertising 
a club  can  have  if  it  desires  growth.  So  if  you  have  suggestions 
on  how  to  improve  this  publication,  I’d  be  happy  to  receive 
them.  I’m  never  in  seclusion.  Questions,  comments,  cheers 
or  jeers  will  always  find  me  at  the  above  listed  email  address. 
Most  correspondence  receives  a quick  reply  too. 

One  writer  poignantly  suggested  to  me  recently  that  we 
should  have  more  pages  of  mavericks  in  our  publication.  Most 
are  aware  of  the  signficant  success  the  mavericks  column  with 
its  member  participation  has  had  over  the  years,  contributing 
greatly  to  the  edification  of  our  members  and  token  collectors 
generally. 

“I  have  several  mavericks  pending  with  John  Mutch  but 
do  not  expect  to  see  anything  on  them  for  years  in  the  Journal. 
Unfortunately,  because  I am  78  years  old  and  only  see  maybe 
25  listings  or  so  in  each  Journal  it  may  be  I am  not  around,” 
Dick  Maki  wrote.  “I  would  suggest  accelerating  listings  by 
including  say  a few  more  pages  in  the  Journal  exclusively  to 
listing  mavericks.  This  could  continue  until  the  supply  of  mav- 
ericks is  near  depletion. 

“I  know  several  people  who  have  mavericks  who  do  not 
send  them  in  probably  for  the  reason  1 mentioned  above,”  he 
continued.  “Perhaps  by  cleaning  up  on  the  large  backlog  it 
might  encourage  others  to  have  their  mavericks  listed.  The 
current  system  is  not  helpful  and  a change  could  help  to  enlist 
new  members,”  the  writer  concluded.  What  do  YOU  think? 

Ye  old  editor  thanks  Mr.  Maki  for  his  observation  and 
suggestion.  1 think  the  mavericks  project  is  a very  worthwhile 
endeavor,  but  any  aspect  of  the  journal  must  co-exist  with 
other  competing  interests  within  the  confines  of  what  I /VMS 
can  publish  subject  to  its  budgetary  constraints. 

Readers  may  have  noticed  that  we  have  returned  the  pub- 
lication to  32  pages  over  the  28  pages  that  prevailed  in  2010. 
These  extra  pages  provide  opportunity  for  more  token  and 
medal  history  and  discoveries.  Readers  may  also  have  noticed 
that  we  have  upped  the  ante  on  current  token  and  medal  news 
with  member  Wayne  I lomren’s  column  following  up  Pete 
Smith’s  suggestion  at  our  Boston  meeting  last  summer.  We 
endeavor  to  meet  various  interests,  and  welcome  all  ideas.  <3 
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Wanted:  Cigar  Brand  Names  on  tokens,  encased,  fobs,  pin- 
backs,  pocket  mirrors  or  any  type  of  exonumia.  Randy  Partin 
email:  RPAR10@VERIZON.NET. 

Buy,  Sell,  Trade:  old  U.S.  transportation  tickets  from  all 
states.  Dan  Benice,  PO  Box  5708,  Cary,  NC  275  12. 
dbtix@hotmail.com. 


Each  member  is  entitled  to  one  free  “Marketplace”  classi- 
fied of  25  words  per  issue.  Additional  words  (or  ads)  are 
accepted,  but  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  of  10c  per 
word.  Ads  over  25  words  that  are  not  accompanied  by  pay- 
ment w ill  be  edited  to  the  25-w'ord  limit. 

Only  ads  related  to  exonumia  will  be  accepted  and  must 
be  different  for  each  issue.  Ads  for  up  to  three  issues  can  be 
submitted  at  one  time;  each  should  be  printed  or  typed  on  a 
separate  sheet  of  paper  or  e-mailed  as  separate  attachments. 

Send  to  TAMS  Editor/Publisher  Fred  Reed,  PO  Box 
118162,  Carrollton,  TX  7501  108162,  or  preferably  to 
fred@spmc.org. 

Wanted:  French  Notgeld  Coins.  Let  me  know  what  you 
have  and  price.  Alan  Millay,  172  Fishtown  Rd.,  Appleton,  ME 
04862. 

Wanted  — Copy  of  TAMS  Vol.  8 February  1968  article  on 
"Hanover  Jacks."  Pat  Barnard,  1269  Payne  Ave.,  North 
Tonawanda,  NY  14120. 


Would  like  to  buy  or  to  trade  medals  and  tokens 
(Breckenridge)  devoted  to  Ullr,  Norse  god  of  snow.  Reinhold 
Jordan,  97422  Schweinfurt,  Germany.  R.Jordan@gmx.de. 

Wanted:  SOFSPRA  type  car  wash  tokens  from  all  states. 
Send  list  of  what  you  have  available.  Larry  Dziubek,  P.O.  Box 
235,  Connoquenessing,  PA  16027  LCDZILIBEK@ZOOM- 
INTERNET.NET. 


Jewish  Medals  & Tokens 

are  featured  in  virtually  every  issue  of  the  bimonthly 
magazine  The  Shekel,  along  with  full  color  articles 
about  coins  from  ancient  Judaea  to  modern  Israel. 
Join  AINA  and  receive  The  Shekel  and  a free  annual 
medal.  Send  $18  dues  to  AINA,  PO  Box  20255, 
Fountain  Hills,  AZ  85269  or  visit 
www.theshekel.org. 


Bob  Moffatt’s  Auction  Sales,  May,  Sept.,  Jan.  125  Neat 
Items.  Bids  reduced.  No  Buyers  Fee.  For  my  next  list  contact 
Box  281,  Auburn,  ALA  01501  (508)  832-9709.’ 

Token  Collector  Paying  Cash  for  Arizona  tokens.  Willie 
Hegel,  16994  S.  Joshua  Tree  Dr.,  Mayer,  AZ  86333  (928) 
632-5130. 


Wanted.  TAMS  Editor  Fred  Reed  is  trying  to  fill  out  his 

set  of  TAMS  Journals  for  reference.  Still  needs  1967-1970 
issues.  What  have  you?  fred@spmc.org. 


CIVIL  WAR  TOKEN  SOCIETY 

(CWTS)  shares  with  TAMS 
many  of  the  same  goals  and  interests. 
Sample  copies  of  its  quarterly  journal 
are  available  from  CWTS  Secretary 
John  Ostendorf,  523  Hiwasee  Road 
Waxahachie,  TX  75165. 

Learn  more  online  at  www.cwtsociety.com 


New  medal  honors  centenarian  numismatist  Eric  P.  Newman 


Attendees  at  the  April  11,  2011, 
joint  meeting  of  the  Boston  Numismatic 
Society  and  Currency  Club  of  New 
England  held  at  Trinity  Congregational 
Church  hall,  Waltham,  MA  were  treated 
to  presentations  by  Anne  Bentley,  David 
M.  Sundman  and  Q.  David  Bowers. 

“The  hall  was  packed;  the  dinner, 
perfect  as  were  the  guest  speakers,” 
Richard  J.  Hand  Jr.  (who  supplied  the 
photos  at  right)  attested. 

A highlight  of  the  night  was  former 
TAMS  Journal  co-editor  Dick  Johnson’s 
unveiling  of  a gold  medal  and  plaster 
sculpts  the  Rittenhouse  Soicety  commis- 
sioned for  the  100th  birthday  of  numis- 
matist extaordinaire  Eric  P.  Newman. 

The  medal,  by  Luigi  Badia  and 
A1ACO,  was  presented  to  Mr.  Newman 
on  May  29th  in  St.  Louis. 
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Sales  Through  Dealers  and  Carriers,  Street  Vendors,  Counter 
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O 
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Requested  Copies  Distributed  by  Other  Mall  Classes  Through  the  USPS 
(eg  First-Class  Maif», 
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Distribution 
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0) 

Outside  County  Nonrequestod  Copies  Staled  cm  PS  Form  3541  (Include 
Sample  copies,  Requests  Over  3 years  ok),  Requests  induced  by  a 
Premium.  Out*  Sales  and  Requests  including  Association  Requests 
Names  obtained  from  Business  Directories  Lists,  and  other  sources) 

(2) 

In-County  Nonrequested  Copies  Slated  on  PS  Form  3541  /include 
Sample  copies.  Requests  Over  3 years  old.  Requests  induced  by  a 
Premium.  Bulk  Sales  and  Requests  including  Association  Requests, 
Names  obtained  from  Buslnoss  Directories  Lists,  and  other  sources) 

(3) 

Nonrequested  Copies  Dlstrtxilod  Through  the  USPS  by  Other  Classes  of 
Mail  (e  g First-Class  Malt,  Nonrequastot  Copies  malted  In  excess  of  10% 
Limit  moiled  at  Standard  Motto  or  Package  Services  Rotes) 

(4 

Nonrequested  Copies  Distributed  Outside  the  Mall  (InrJudo  Pickup  Stands 
Trade  Shows  Showrooms  and  Other  Sources) 

• Total  Nonrequested  Distribution  /Sum  of  lid  (1).  (2),  (3)  and  (4)) 

o 

O 

1 Total  Distribution  (Sum  of  15c  and  e)  ^ 
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• i "iied  Circulation  W 
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1 Publication  of  Statement  of  Ownership  for  t Requestor  Publication  n required  and  will  be  printed  In  the  . flyy/st  2P)I 

leeue  of  (Me  pubScaiion 


17  Stynatura  and  TWe^ifEdkir,  Publisher,  Bualnaaa  Manager,  or  Owner  " 
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non  furnished  on  IN*  form  n true  and  complete  l understand  Ibal  anyone  who  furnishes  (alee  01 
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I carufy  that  „«  Information  furnished  on  this  form  m trim  and  complete  I understand  Itial  anyone  who  furnishes  (alee  o»  misleading  information  on  this 
I'/trn  or  who  omits  material  or  information  requested  on  the  form  may  he  subfoct  lo  criminal  sanctions  (including  fines  and  imprlsonmenl)  and/or  civil 
sanc-uccs  (mcl.yVg  cmi  penalties) 


PS  Firm  3528-R,  '.eptember  2007  /Page  2 at  1) 


For  sale 

A set  of  TAMS  Journals, 
the  first  30  years. 

The  first  six  years  are  the  paperback, 
reprints  published  by  TAMS. 

The  remaining  volumes  are  hard- 
bound in  a sturdy  blue  cloth. 

The  volumes  are  mostly  excellent  and 
like  new.  A few  show  minor  scuffing 
on  the  covers. 

All  original  supplements  are  bound  in. 

Formerly  owned  by  Al  and  Dorothy 
Baber,  some  have  their  bookplates  on 
the  inside. 

The  price  is  $900  for  the  lot,  postpaid 
and  insured. 

Paul  Cunningham 
P.O.  Box  One 
Tecumseh,  Ml  49286 
517-902-7072 


CivilWarTokens.com 


S^SO.WS  ST  £ 

&ff.YORK^ 


See  web  site  for  a wide  range  of  slabbed  and  raw  Civil  War  tokens 

also  Hard  Times,  Merchant,  Bolen,  Communion,  Military,  Sutler  and  other  tokens 
and  Society  of  Medalist,  NYU  Hall  of  Fame,  Brookgreen  Gardens  and  other  medals 
finally  Encased  Postage  and  counterstamps 


Upcoming  Show  Schedule 

August  16  - 20,  201 1 Rosemont  Illinois 
October  13  - 15,  201 1 Pittsburgh  Pennsylvania 
November  17  - 20,  201 1 Baltimore  Maryland 
November  25  - 27,  201 1 Dearborn  Michigan 


u ■'fcowst 

MmiSKAk® 
4 8HEM,  * 


DOUGAN 


QgHASSMJ  St 

iCOKKliROUAMKi 


Whether  buying  or  selling  contact 

Steve  Hayden 
PO  Box  22514 
Charleston,  SC  29413 
843-973-4556 

civilwartokens@aol.com 


Steve  Hayden 


G 1 


WORLD  & ANCIENT  COINS 

Hie  finest  in  world  medallic  art 
r— , Heritage  Auctions 


Ethiopia,  1930  gold  Coronation  medal 
Haile  Selassie  EE1923  (1930),  GHI-S9 
Prooflike  AU-UNC 
Sold  For:  $ 3,450  NYINC  201 1 
HA.com/3012'23812 


Denmark,  undated  gold  prize  medal 
Christian  IX 
Lightly  hairlined  Proof 
Sold  For:  $2,990  NYINC  2011 
HA. com/3012 ’23776 


France,  1781  Paris  Merchants'  silver  medal 
Birth  of  Dauphin  Congratulations 
By  Duvivier,  Louis  XVI  and  Marie  Antoinette 
Choice  AU 

Sold  For:  $3,335  NYINC  2011 
HA.com/301 2*23866 


Great  Britain,  1896  gold  presentation  medal 
L.C.  Wyon,  high-relief  portrait  of  Virgil 
Gonville  and  Caius  College, 
Cambridge  University 
As  made  in  box 
Sold  For:  $3,450  NYINC  2011 
HA.com/301 2" 24268 


Peru,  1824  Republic  gold  medal 
Simon  Bolivar  on  the  obverse 
Nice  XF,  looped  at  top. 

Sold  For:  $ 6,900  NYINC  2011 
HA.com/301 2*25204 


Great  Britain,  1665  Battle  of 
Lowestoft  silver  medal 
By  Jan  Roettier 

Naval  Reward,  ex  war  with  Holland 
AU55NGC 

Sold  For:  $1,495  NYINC  2011 
HA.com/3012*24056 


To  consign  your  tokens  and  medals  to  one  of  our  upcoming  events,  call  Heritage's  Consignor  Hotline  at  your  earliest  convenience 
800-872-6467  ext,  1001,  Cris  Bierrenbach  at  214-409-1661  CrisB@HA.com,  or  Warren  Tucker  at  214-409-1287  Warren@HA.com. 


HERITAGE 

AUCTION 


® PNG 


Annual  Sales  Exceed  $600  Million  | 600,000+  Online  Bidder-Members 

O 

3500  MAPLE  AVENUE  • DALLAS,  TEXAS  75219  • 800-872-6467  • HA.COM  I 

DALLAS  | NEW  YORK  | BEVERLY  HILLS  | PARIS  | GENEVA 

Free  catalog  and  The  Collector's  Handbook  ($65  value)  for  new  clients.  Please  submit  auction  invoices  of  $1000+  in  this  category,  from  any  source.  Include 
your  contact  information  and  mail  to  Heritage,  fax  214  409  1425,  email  CatalogOrdersOHA  com,  or  call  866  835  3243  For  more  details,  go  to  HA.com/FCO. 

TX  & NY  Auctioneer  license:  Samuel  Foose  1172/  & 0952360.  Heritage  Auction  Galleries 
CA  Bond  WRSB2004175;  CA  Auctioneer  Bond:  Leo  Frese  #RSB2004176.  These  auctions  are  subject  to  a 15%  buyer’s  premium. 


